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EaRL  MOIRA  rofe.  It  is  natural  that  I,  who 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  frequently  arrefting  the  at- 
tention of  this  Houfe,  mould  be  defirous  of  explain- 
ing the  motives  which  have  caufed  me  to  appear 
before  your  Lordfhips.  Contemplating  the  melan- 
choly and  the  diftra&ed  ftate  of  this  country,  I 
mould  feel  myfelf  loft  to  every  fentiment  of  regard 
to  my  country,  if  I  did  not  avail  myfelf  of  my  right 
to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  this  dread- 
ful calamity.  I  am  fcrupuloufly  aware,  my  Lords, 
of  the  extreme  fenfibility  of  the  public  mind  ;  I  am 
aware  of  the  danger  of  encreafing  any  anxiety  or  ill 
will  which  may  exift  in  theVcountry,  and  mould  be 
very  far  from  appearing  before  your  Lordfhips  if  I 
thought  that  any  fpeech  which  I  might  make,  or  mo- 
tion which  I  might  offer,  could  be  capable  of  irri- 
tating the  feelings  or  exciting  the  paflions  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  There  is  one  fubjecl  which  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  mention  before  I  proceed  to  the 
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more  immediate  topic  of  my  addrefs  to  your  Lord- 
mips.    I  cannot  pais  unnoticed  the  fcurrility  which 
the  prints  faid  to  be  in  the  pay  of  Government  have 
tifed  againft:  me.    I  lament  that  any  Government 
mould  have  fallen  fo  low,  mould  be  fo  fordid,  fo  il- 
liberal, as  to  make  the  vehicles  of  public  informati- 
on the  inftrument  of  detracting  from  perfonal  exer- 
tion and  the  medium  of  molt  foul  and  difgufting 
fcurrility.    As  for  my  part,  as  far  as  it  arTecls  my- 
felf,  I  hold  fuch  means  in  contempt  and  deteftation, 
and  only  regret  that  thofe  who  mould  fet  the  exam- 
ple of  liberality  and  honourable  demeanour,  mould 
humble  themfelves  to  fuch  mean,  paltry,  and  con- 
temptible expedients ;  fuch  calumnies  I  difregard, 
and  can  only  compare  them  to  thofe  mephitic  va- 
pours of  the  grotto  del  Cano,  which,  though  they 
are  deftruclive  to  animals  who  grovel,  are  by  no 
means  dangerous  or  injurious  to  a  man  who  walks 
upright.    It  mull:  ftrike  your  Lordfliips,  that  I  allude 
to  thofe  charges  which  have  been  brought  againft 
me,  when  I  defcribed  in  the  parliament  of  the  filler 
kingdom,  the  oppreilions  which  exifted  in  this  coun- 
try.   Thefe  repeated  attacks  have  compelled  me 
to  prefent  myfelf  before  your  Lordfhips,  to  ftate  in 
my  place  in  this  Houfe  y/hat  I  have  already  ftated 
in  the  parliament  of  the  filler  country,  and  to  re- 
peat them  in  ftronger  terms,  if  poffible,  than  I  there 
aflerted  them.    I  ftated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of 
England,  that,  in  many  inftances,  families  had  been 
torn  from  their  homes  by  their  cruel  and  unmerciful 
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oppreflbrs,  without  having  any  knowledge  oT  the 
charge  which  was  brought  againft  them,  without 
being  confronted  with  their  accufers,  without  having 
the  proofs  exhibited  to  their  view,  and  without  any 
of  thofe  forms  which  the  laws  of  the  country  had 
profcribed.    This  ftatement  was  made  from  proofs 
the  moft  ample  and  fatisfaclory  ;  fome  facts  had 
fallen  within  my  own  knowledge — of  others  I  had 
received  information  from  unqueftionable  authority  ; 
indeed  little  is  left  for  me  to  fay  in  fupport  of  that 
ftatement  ;  a  late  decifion  of  the  King's  Bench  had 
fhewn  that  fuch  ftatement  was  not  vain,  idle,  or  il- 
lufory  ;  I  ftated  that  houfes  had  been  burnt  on  loofe 
prefumptions  of  delinquency  ;  I  dated  too,  that  in 
fome  inftances  torture  had  been  applied,  and  that 
picketing  in  many  inftances  had  been  reforted  to, 
and  that  the  unhappy  victims  of  a  mifguided  fury 
were  fometimes  half  hanged,  or  otherwife  ill-treat- 
ed.   Such  a  ftatement  as  this  it  was  impoftible  that  I 
could  have  been  induced  to  have  made  without  clear 
and  fatisfaclory  teftimony  ;  it  was  a  reprefentation 
too  ftrong  ;  it  was,  if  untrue,  an  accufation  too  fe- 
rious  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  at  the  bar  of  the  Englifh 
Houfe  of  Lords  I  offered  to  fubftantiate  this  charge  ; 
I  had  the  evidence  prepared  before  I  brought  forward 
the  accufation  ;  before  I  made  the  ftatement  I  in- 
formed myfelf  of  the  fituation  of  my  country  ;  fmce 
my  return  I  have  further  inveftigated  the  fubjec~t,  and 
I  now  re-affert,  more  pointedly,  if  poftible  more 
ftrongly,  that  thefe  cruel  and  fanguinary  meafures 
haye  frequently  been  reforted  to.    There  is  another 
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topic,  my  Lords,  which  is  a  neceflary  preliminary 
to  the  immediate  purport  of  my  addrefs  to  you  ;  it 
is  another  grofs,  artful,  and  cruel  mifreprefentati- 
on, — a  mifreprefentation  calculated  to  wound  every 
feeling  of  my  foul,  and  exhibit  me  in  a  point  of 
vkw  which  my  character  has  not,  I  hope,  merited  ; 
poflibly,  my  Lords,  this  mifreprefentation  may  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  ftrange  incorre&nefs  of  the 
London  newfpapers  ;  I  hope  I  may  afcribe  it  to  any 
thing  fo  venial  as  incorrectnefs  or  mifconception. 
To  what  1  allude  is  my  having  been  accufed  of  charg- 
ing the  army  of  Ireland  with  all  the  cruelties,  all 
the  atrocities,  all  the  barbarities  which  had  taken 
place  in  this  country.  No,  my  Lords,  never  did  I 
prefume  to  charge  the  army  with  any  acts  of  op- 
preffion  ;  the  pride  of  my  life  is  being  a  foldier,  and 
T  love  the  character  of  a  foldier  too  dearly  to  ftain  it 
by  imputations  of  inhumanities  ;  from  my  earlieft 
vouth  my  pride  was  to  be  a  foldier  ;  with  every  rank, 
and  with  every  department  of  the  army  have  I  been 
converfant  ;  an  attack  therefore  of  fuch  a  nature 
would  lefs  become  me  than  any  of  my  countrymen  ; 
and  to  the  army,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  the  more 
galling,  in  as  much  as  to  receive  a  wound  from  a 
friend  is  more  excruciating,  more  intolerable  than 
to  receive  it  from  any  other  perfon.  Surely,  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  it  is  natural  that  I  mould  experi- 
ence ftrong  feelings  of  regret  at  this  moft  cruel  and 
to  me  the  mod  injurious  miftatement.  No,  my 
Lords,  comrades  of  every  rank  have  always 
been  objects    of   my  affection    and  folicitude, 
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and  without  vaunting  of  any  perfonal  exertions  of 
my  own,  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  claim  the  merit 
of  being  among  the  fir  ft  to  reward  loyalty  and 
extend  to  my  comrades  in  every  rank,  every  com- 
fort and  every  happinefs  within  my  power.  But, 
my  Lords,  exclufive  of  the  perfonal  love  and  vene- 
ration which  I  have  for  the  brave  defenders  of  my 
country,  the  very  nature  of  the  argument,  and  the 
very  object  I  had  in  view,  were  futficient  to  refute 
the  calumny,  and  blunt  the  edge  of  this  cruel  and 
mifchievous  mifreprefentation.  What,  my  Lords, 
could  have  been  more  abfurd,  what  fo  truly  an  ob- 
ject of  aftoniihment,  that  at  a  time  when  1  was  ar- 
raigning the  conduct  of  the  Britiih  Cabinet,  when 
I  was  endeavouring  to  expofe  its  wicked  and  arbitra- 
ry fyftem  towards  Ireland,  that  I  mould  change  the 
ground  of  attack,  and  that  I  mould  act  fo  childifh  a 
part  as  to  exonerate  the  Cabinet,  and  throw  the 
charge  on  my  brother  foldiers  ?  no,  my  Lords,  it 
was  againft  the  Cabinet  of  England  that  my  attack 
was  folely  directed  ;  I  accufed  it  of  having  made 
the  army  the  inftrument  of  a  cruel  and  arbitrary 
fyftem  of  vengeance  and  oppreffion  towards  this 
country.  Under  Heaven,  I  cannot  conceive  a  more 
cruel  and  afflicting  fituation  for  an  officer,  than  a 
command  in  one  of  thofe  proclaimed  and  perfecuted 
diftricts.  When  an  officer  is  under  the  guidance  of 
a  magiftrate  acquainted  with  the  law,  and  called 
out  to  enforce  it,  his  fituation  is  eafy,  he  is  relieved 
from  refponfibility  »  but  v/hen  he  is  vefted  with  a 
difcretionary  power,   his  feelings  are  tremblingly 
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alive  to  his  military  reputation  ;  he  fhudders,  left 
his  loyalty  mould  be  queftioned  ;  high  notions-  of 
difcipline  ftrongly  feize  on  his  mind,  and  regulate 
his  conduct ;  you  touch,  by  placing  him  in  this 
fituation,  the  worthier!  feelings  of  his  heart ;  you 
touch  him  on  every  principle  which  can  animate 
the  bofom  of  a  foldier  ;  you  touch  him  on  his  zeal, 
his  honour,  and  his  courage.  Sent  into  a  part  of  a 
country  with  which  poffibly  he  is  unacquainted,  his 
difficulties  are  considerably  augmented  ;  he  enter- 
tains all  the  prejudices  of  education  and  early  habits, 
and  from  being  told  of  the  difaffe&ion  which  per- 
vades the  kingdom,  he  is,  of  courfe,  inclined  to 
look  with  diftruft  and  fufpicion  on  the  lower  orders 
of  the  community  :  impreffed  with  the  idea  of 
every  man's  plotting  againft  the  Government,  timi- 
dity itfelf  is  conftrued  into  difaffe&ion,  and  in  the 
dejected  and  broken  looks  of  a  wretched  peafantry, 
he  flatters  himfelf  with  difcovering  the  features  of 
revolt  and  infurre&ion.  Under  this  impreffion  it  is 
eafy  to  account  for  numberlefs  miftakes  and  errors  ; 
his  countenance  affumes  the  appearance  of  anger, 
and  his  actions  are  marked  with  animofity  ;  it  is 
then  that  the  feparation  between  him  and  the  people, 
which  is  commenced  by  the  wicked  arts  of  fome 
penfioned  informers,  is  compleated,  by  mutual  ani- 
mofity ;  to  this  the  eflrangement  of  affection  of  the 
Irifh  officer  from  the  Irifh  people  alone  is  afcribable  ; 
thus  it  is  that  the  wound  which  mildnefs  and  mode- 
ration might  have  cured  and  corrected,  is  fretted 
and  gangrened  by  thofe  foul  and  unworthy  ma- 
noeuvres. 
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noeuvres.  With  this  view  of  the  fubject,  I  am  in- 
duced to  call  the  attention  of  your  Lordfhips  to  the 
fituation  of  your  country  ;  and  happy  indeed  mail 
I  be,  mould  I  be  able  to  imprefs  your  Lordihips 
with  the  neceflity  of  putting  fome  kind  of  termina- 
tion to  thofe  moil  cruel  and  diftreffmg  atrocities. 
The  time,  my  Lords,  is  not  yet  loft  for  recovering 
the  affections  of  your  countrymen  ;  can  you  hope 
that  you  can  reftore  Ireland  to  peace  by  thefe  acts  of 
cruelty  and  oppreffion  ?  Conciliation  may  be  defer- 
red ;  but,  every  day  that  it  is  deferred,  encreafes 
the  difficulty  of  fuppreffmg  the  views  of  the  discon- 
tented, and  allaying  the  evils  of  infurrection  and 
revolt.  To  difarm  the  republican,  you  mufl  con* 
cede  to  the  loyalifts  ;  far  be  it  from  me  by  any  abate- 
ments which  I  may  make,  or  argument  I  may  ufe, 
to  occafion  ftill  ftronger  irritation.  I  conjure  you 
to  attempt  comprize  with  the  difcontented,  and  to 
abandon  the  conftant  recourfe  to  military  affiftance  ; 
the  interference  of  the  army  on  thefe  public  occa- 
fions  creates  and  inflames  animofity  ;  it  fufpends  the 
wholefome  and  falutary  influence  of  your  laws,  and 
exhibits  you  to  the  world  as  dependent  for  an  ex- 
iftence,  to  military  authority.  To  England  this 
fyftem  muft  prove  ruinous  and  deftruclive  ;  involved 
in  a  conteft  the  mofl  obftinate  and  fevere,  me  re- 
quires every  energy  that  this  country  could  carry  in- 
to the  common  caufe.  Inftead  of  being  threatened 
with  becoming  the  feat  of  war  herfelf,  had  me  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  this  country,  (he  may  mock 
every  effort  which  is  made  by  her  mod  refolute  and 
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implacable  en,emy :  Bold  in  her  declarations,  does 
the  French  Republic  afpire  to  flake  her  exiftence 
with  that  of  our  empire  itfelf,  and  difclaims  every 
attempts  which  may  be  made  for  a  pacific  accom- 
modation. If,  my  Lords,  thefe  perpetual  plots, 
thefe  conftant  infurrections,  can  only  be  quelled  by 
the  bayonet,  I  am  ftrongly  apprehenfive,  that  in- 
ftead  of  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land being  directed  againft  France,  the  whole  muft 
be  directed  to  the  fubjugation  of  this  country. 
France,  already  formidable,  great  in  military  exer- 
tion, and  having  nearly  accompliihed  all  which  in 
the  commencement  of  the  war  me  could  have  de- 
figned,  requires  no  civil  diftenfions  to  make  her  pre- 
fent  a  frightful  and  terrific  appearance  !  Why  does 
fhe  not  liften  to  peace  ?  Why  difmifs  your  Negoci- 
ator  ?  becaufe  fhe  fees  the  diftracted  Hate  of  your 
country,  and  reHes  upon  the  dilfentions  which  have 
been  created  here  ;  what  then,  fuppofing  your  fyf- 
tem  to  continue,  mufl  be  the  fituation  of  the  Britifh 
Empire  ?  how  is  Hie  to  be  reprefented  to  pofterity, 
boldly  ftruggling  with  a  defperate  antagonift  ?  No,, 
fhe  mull  be  exhibited  at  a  time  when  the  whole  ener- 
gy of  the  nation  was  requifite,  when  all  was  want- 
ing ;  torn  by  faction,  broken  down  by  difiention,  a 
diminifhed  power,  and  difmembered  empire,  at 
the  utmoft  reduced  to  an  humble  and  injurious 
felf-defence,  exclufive  of  this  national  degradation. 
Exclufive  of  the  mame,  the  confequence  of  this 
humiliation ;  exclufive  of  the  wound  which  the 
dignified  feelings  of  this  Houfe  muft  experience 
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for  the  country's  being  reduced  to  fo  unworthy  a 
fituation  ;  what,  fliould  this  dreadful  fyftem  conti- 
nue, mud  be  the  feelings,  the  individual  feelings  of 
every  man  whom  I  now  addrefs  ;  he  returns  to  his 
eftate,  to  contemplate  in  the  circle  of  his  tenants 
and   his  neighbours,   the  heart-breaking  difcon- 
tents  which  fuch  a  fyftem  muff  neceftarily  occafioa* 
How  can  you  bear,  my  Lords,  to  return  to  your 
homes,  to  look  on  your  tenantry  with  diffidence  and 
diftruft,  to  caft  fufpicion  on  all  you  meet,  and  to 
have  thofe  feelings  rufhing  on  your  mind  that  by 
them  you  are  confidered  as  their  word  and  moil  im- 
placable enemy  ?  Every  caff  of  the  eyes  of  your 
peafantry  in  this  fituation,  you  muft  regard  with 
diftruft,  and  you  have  impofed  on  yourfelves  the 
hard  neceffity  of  contemplating  in  the  filent  work- 
ings of  their  hearts,  the  impremon  which  they  en- 
tertain of  the  injuries  they  experience  from  thofe 
who  mould  be  the  guardians  of  their  comforts  and 
the  protectors  of  their  country.    Need  I  expatiate 
on  the  mifery  which  muft  accompany  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion, and  to  men  of  liberal  conception  need  I  be  ne- 
ceffitated  to  point  out  the  dangers  and  the  evils 
which  accompany  this  ftate  of  diftruft,  civil  diffen- 
tion  and  animofity  ?  This  diftrefling  fituation  calls 
to  my  recollection  a  beautiful  apoftrophe  which  may 
well  be  fuppofed  in  -ue  mouth  of  a  dejected  country- 
man.— "  If  an  ope/3  enemy  had  been  the  author  of 
this,  I  could  have  borne  with  it  \  if  a  ftranger,  I 
might  pombiy  have  repelled  it ;  but  fmce  thefe  inju- 
ries have  fallen  from  my  old  companion  and  friend, 
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not  how  to  bear  them."  What  perfon,  my  Lords, 
acquainted  with  the  infecurity  of  fuch  a  ftate,  but 
mull  this  night  be  inclined  to  co-operate  in  my  hum- 
ble attempt  for  its  alteration. — "  Nonne  agitur  mil- 
"  lies  perire  eft  melius  quam  fua  in  civitate  fine  ar- 
"  matorum  prsefidio  non  poffe  vivere  ?  Aft  ifthue, 
"  crede  mihi,  non  eft  praefidium.  Caritate  enim  h 
u  benevolentia  civium  feptum  efte  oportet  non  ar- 
"  mis."  The  diffentions  which  thefe  acTs  of  out- 
rage occafion,  are  not  only  deeply  felt  at  home,  but 
they  may  render  the  fecurity  of  your  country  preca- 
rious and  uncertain  ;  it  makes  you  vulnerable  to 
your  enemies,  defpair  operates  moft  powerfully  on 
the  human  heart  ;  if  you  mew  no  difpofition  to  al- 
leviate the  fufferings  of  the  people,  danger  may  be- 
come awful  indeed.  Let  us  be  but  united  in  fenti* 
ment,  and  to  France  and  the  world  we  may  bid  defi- 
ance ;  be  but  united,  and  it  fignifies  nothing  if  we 
had  not  a  {hip  upon  the  fea  ;  we  may  brave  every  at- 
tack ;  we  would  be  certain  of  fruftrating  any  at- 
tempt of  the  enemy  ;  do  but  abandon  your  fyftem 
of  Severity,  your  diftruft  of  the  people,  and  thofe 
horrid  a  els  of  outrage,  and  let  France  pour  into  ei- 
ther country  her  moft  formidable  levy,  and  I  will 
anfwer  for  it,  my  Lords,  in  one  fortnight  her  army 
will  not  appear,  nay,  will  not  exift  in  this  country, 
but  in  the  character  of  pr-^oners  ;  your  fecu- 
rity is  in  your  unanimity  ;  the  funis  which  you  vote, 
and  the  levies  which  you  raife,  are  ufelefs,  unlefs 
you  concede  to  the  people  5  fecurity  will  then  be 
eafy  to  all.    My  Lords,  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  con- 

cefhon 


C  H  ] 

cefiion  would  be  ruin  ;  you  undervalue  the  generous 
character  of  your  countrymen,  they  are  not  infenfi- 
ble  to  kindnefs,  they  are  alive  to  acts  of  friendfhip, 
they  can  eftimate  the  value  and  importance  of  a  be- 
nefit ;  they  will  not,  it  is  not  in  their  nature  to  re- 
quite friend ihip  by  ingratitude.     In  the  heat  of 
party,  and  in  the  disturbed  and  agitated  (late  of  the 
country,  I  fear  that  on  both  fides  there  have  been 
infinite  mifapprehenfions  ;  you  fay  that  plots  have 
exiited — that  confpiracies  have  been  detected — that 
provocations  have  taken  place  in  the  country — 
granted  ;  but  have  you  not  laws  to  reprefs  this  vio- 
lence ?  Are  they  not  fufHciently  forcible  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ?  Do  you  complain  of  their  wanting  feverity  ? 
If  you  do,  why  not  appeal  to  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment for  fome,  better  calculated  to  fupprefs  thofe 
plots,  to  defeat  thofe  confpiracies,  and  to  make  the 
people  amenable  to  civil  authority.    If  there  are  de- 
linquencies, let  the  delinquents  be  punifhed,  but 
let  them  be  punifhed  by  law  ;  deny  not  the  common 
rights  of  trial,  tear  not  them  from  their  homes,  and 
make  them  the  victims  of  ungovernable  fury.  The 
time  to  punifh  was  when  men  were  proved  to  be 
guilty,  but  forry  am  I  that  punifhment  the  mod  fe- 
vere  has  been  inflicted  for  offences  the  molt  vague. 
If  fometimes  excefies  did  take  place,  vigour  might 
be  ufed  to  reprefs  them,  but  vigour  is  molt  formida- 
ble when  exercifed  with  moft  prudence.    All  Go- 
vernments are  indebted  for  their  Security  to  firmnefs, 
juftice,  and  magnanimity,  rather  than  to  cruelty, 
injuflice,  and  mifmanagement,    I  have  abundance 
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of  proofs  to  fhew  you,  that  bare  imputations  of  dis- 
affection have  warranted  the  mo(t  arbitrary  excefs  of 
power  ;  to  be  fufpected  was  enough  to  make  the 
poor  peafantry  of  the  country  the  fubje&s  of  minif- 
terial  cruelty  ;  how  dreadful  that  ftate  of  fociety, 
when  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl  is  made  dependant 
on  the  whim  and  fufpicion  of  a  low,  illiterate,  and 
illiberal  informer.  So  far,  my  Lords,  I  have  been 
general  in  my  affertions,  and  general  in  my  ftate- 
ment ;  allow  me  now  to  ftate  to  you  what  has  fallen 
more  immediately  under  my  own  obfervation.  The 
diftricl  round  my  houfe,  as  I  was  allured,  and,  as 
was  generally  underftood  the  year  before  laft,  was 
not  merely  difaffe&ed,  but  tainted  with  rebellion  ; 
it  was  painted  to  me  juft  as  far  gone  as  any  part  of 
the  kingdom.  When  I  returned  there,  it  was  natu- 
ral that  I  mould  have  the  beft  opportunity  of  tracing 
thofe  diffentions  to  their  origin,  and  difcovering  the 
perfons  who  were  fuppcfed  to  be  inftrumental  in 
organizing  any  plots,  or  forming  any  confpiracies, 
exciufk^of  the  pofiibility  of  receiving  informa- 
tion from  my  own  peafantry — individual  attach- 
ment gave  me  the  beft  grounds  for  thinking 
that  I  had  received  the  beft  pofiible  information. 
Finding  that  no  fuch  plots  ever  exifted,  J  ufed  every 
effort  to  difcover  who  were  the  authors  of  thefe  ca- 
lumnies, who  it  was  who  dared  to  proclaim  this  part 
of  the  country  in  a  ftate  little  fliort  of  infurre&ion 
and  rebellion.  I  did  difcover,  my  Lords,  the  pre- 
fumptuous  wretch  who  palled  this  foul  calumny  on 
this  part  of  your  country.    I  traced  it  to  an  in- 
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former,  fo  bafe,  fo  profligate,  and  fo  abandoned, 
that  there  was  not  a  Juitice  of  the  Peace  in  that  part 
of  the  country  who  could  have  believed  him  on  his 
oath,  if  his  intereft  to  the  value  of  fix-pence  was 
concerned  ;  and  yet  on  the  abandoned  teflimony  of 
this  deteftable  calumniator,  the  loyalty  of  the  coun- 
try  was  impeached,  and  the  fevere  interdict  of  dif- 
affeelion,  and  its  confequent  penalties,  pronounced 
upon  the  unfortunate  people.    Finding  this  to  be 
the  real  truth  of  the  transaction,  I  applied  to  have  a 
declaration  figned  among  my  neighbours,  expreflive 
of  our  attachment  to  the  laws,  our  love  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  and  our  determination  to  fupport  both, 
as  well  as  our  Sovereign,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes: 
I  attended  the  meeting  at  which  thofe  rcfolutions 
were  figned.    Poflibly  it  may  be  faid,  that  thefe  rc- 
folutions were  mere  words  ;  that  the  real  fentiments 
of  thofe  who  figned  them  were  far  different  :  to  this 
I  anfwer,  it  is  not  difficult  to  know  when  men  arc 
truly  fincere  ;  there  is  a  fimplicity  and  ingenuouf- 
nefs  about  fmcerity  which  never  accompanies  hypo- 
erify  and  guilt,  and  if  ever  thofe  features  of  fmce- 
rity (truck  a  man  as  being  chara&eriitic  of  the 
minds  of  the  individuals,  they  (truck  me  on  that 
occafion :  at  that  meeting  I  ftated  to  the  people  the 
nature  of  republicanism,  and  likewife  endeavoured 
to  delineate  the  blelTmgs  of  a  limited  commonwealth- 
which,  in  fad,  is  the  trued  monarchy.     When  I 
mentioned  the  ineftimable  virtues  of  my  Sovereign 
there  was  not  a  man  who  did  not  exhibit  the  moll 
genuine  and  marked  approbation.    When  I  fpoke 
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of  the  magnanimity  of  his  fon,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  uniform  attachment  he  profefled  for  this 
kingdom  ;  when  I  mentioned  the  flrong  claims  which 
the  conduct  of  this  country  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
gency had  hid  on  the  Prince's  aite&ion,  and  his 
confequent  regard  for  our  prcfperity  and  our  peace. 
There  was  not  an  eve  which  did  not  beam  gratitude, 
nor  a  heart  which  did  not  demonflrate  its  loyalty  in 
the  fervency  of  its  acclamation.  Since  I  have  ar- 
rived in  this  country  I  have  read  the  confeffions  of 
Bird,  alias  Smith,  Newell,  &c.  confeffions  which 
were  fufficient  to  wound  every  feeling  of  humanity, 
and  ficken  and  difguft  every  feeling  of  the  foul  : 
thefe  confeffions  were  demonftrative  of  the  falfe  and 
aggravated  ftatements  which  Government  was  in 
the  habit  of  receiving.  I  fhudder  to  think  that  fuch 
wretches  could  find  employment  or  protection  un- 
der any  Government  ;  were  not  thefe  things  enough 
to  urge  Administration  to  abandon  its  fyftem  ;  to 
enable  them  to  contemplate  the  errors  they  had  fal- 
len into,  and  by  an  immediate  relinquifhment  of 
this  intolerable  Severity,  to  exhibit  contrition  at  its 
having  ever  been  introduced  in  this  country  ?  Thefe 
were  not  times  for  crimination  and  recrimination, 
conccflions  ought  not  to  be  regarded  ;  the  generous 
confidence  and  manly  warmth,  the  old  nature  of 
Ireland  ought  to  be  revived,  and  the  years  of  dif- 
comhture  and  misfortune  ought  to  be  obliterated. 

My  Lords,  the  Government  of  Ireland  is  unac- 
quainted with  the  true  character  of  Irifhmen.  1  do 
declare  mod  folemnly,  that  I  never  knew  the  pea^ 
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fantry  of  any  country  fo  fenftble  of  kindnefs,  fo  ea- 
fify  bound  by  friendihip,  with  hearts  fo  grateful,  as 
the  injured  and  infulted  peafantry  of  this  hard-fated 
country.  I  know  not  that  I  can  ftrengthen  my 
claim  to  your  fympathy  by  any  ftrcnger  arguments 
on  this  occafion — all  that  I  have  afferted  in  any  other 
Aflfembly  I  here  re-afTert,  if  poflible,  in  much 
flronger  language.  My  intention  is  to  cs  move  for 
"  an  Addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  expreiiive  of 
"  our  forfow  at  the  fituation  of  the  Country — how 
"  inadequate  the  meafures  purfued  have  been  to 
"  give  peace  and  tranquillity  to  Ireland,  and  pray- 
"  ing  that  mild  and  conciliatory  meafures  may  im- 
M  mediately  be  adopted."  In  this  motion  I  have 
fcrupuioufly  avoided  mentioning  any  inftances  of 
impropriety,  and  I  have  not  alluded  to  any  perfons 
who  may  be  fuppoied  to  be  inftruinental  in  carrying 
rigorous  meafures  improperly  into  execution  ;  I 
have  left  the  motion  open,  and,  as  far  as  poiTibie^ 
unobjectionable.  There  are  two  fubje&s,  however, 
of  great  magnitude,  which,  as  being  leading  fea- 
tures of  concellion,  I  mufl  in  this  place  mention  ; 
the  firft,  as  to  the  further  extenfion  of  the  privileges 
of  a  people  to  the  Catholics — on  this  fubjecr.  my 
opinion  was  always  decided— on  it  I  never  enter- 
tained a  doubt.  LTnder  the  prefent  circumilances 
of  this  country  it  was  ungenerous  and  unjuft  that  a 
great  majority  of  the  community  mould  be  ftamped 
with  any  mark  or  badge  of  fervi'ude,  or  compelled 
to  bear  the  galling  reflections  of  being  denied  r.ny 
privileges  enjoyed  by  their  countrymen  ;  fince  this 
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country  was  declared  free  and  independent,  nothing 
could  juflify  one  part  of  the  community  prefuming 
to  enflave  the  greater  portion  of  its  inhabitants ;  no- 
thing could  impede  relaxation  but  a  vicious,  a  jea- 
lous, and  a  proud  monopoly.  After  what  has  been 
granted,  little  indeed  remains  to  be  conceded  to  the 
Catholics,  what  remains  the  Houfe  mould  grant. 
His  mind  muft  be  ftrangely  worked  on  who  could 
argue  for  the  expediency  of  thofe  reftriclions  which 
impeached  the  loyalty  of  a  brave  and  magnanimous 
body  of  men,  when  an  invading  enemy  threatened 
your  mores,  and  refted  her  fecurity  on  the  dilfenti- 
ons  which  your  rigorous  penal  code,  and  your  proud 
monopoly  of  the  rights  of  your  countrymen  had  cre- 
ated. The  fecond  fubjecl:,  which  was  a  fubject  of 
the  greatefl  importance,  was  the  queftion  of  a  par- 
liamentary reform.  The  fentiments  which  he  had 
expreffed  in  the  Britifti  Houfe  of  Parliament  were 
fo  much  diftorted,  mifreprefented  and  miftated, 
that  he  felt  it  the  more  neceflary  to  exprefs  himfelf 
intelligibly  and  fatisfactorily  on  this  topic.  In  that 
Houfe  I  did  affert  that  I  was  not  a  friend  to  the  fenti- 
ment  of  a  parliamentary  reform  ;  but  though  this 
was  my  opinion,  yet  it  was  an  opinion  which  1  en- 
tertained, not  becaufe  I  faw  parliamentary  reform 
necerTarily  occafioned  thofe  evils  which  fome  think 
proper  to  afcribe  to  it ;  my  objection  to  parliamenta- 
ry reform  was  on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  prac- 
tically expedient,  and  that  I  was  apprehenfive  that 
it  might  be  attended  with  greater  inconveniences  in 
the  experiment  to  carry  it  into  execution,  than  ad- 
vantages 
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vantages  when  carried  into  execution  ;  but  this  was 
always  ftated  as  my  private  and  humble  opinion, 
unlefs  the  benefits  which  were  to  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  meafure  were  more  clearly  defined  \  I 
have,  it  is  true,  objecled  to  that  meafure;  but  whate- 
ver might  have  been  my  doubts  as  to  the  advantages 
of  Reform  of  England,  my  doubts  are  certainly 
not  fo  great  with  refpecl  to  this  country ;  I  have 
ever  confidered  the  queftion  as  completely  Confti- 
tutional,  and  ever  muft  I  reprobate  that  fyftem 
which  treats  with  intolerance  men  who  are  admirers 
of  this  improvement.  My  doubts  with  refpecl  to 
the  propriety  of  Reform  in  Ireland,  are  greatly  re- 
moved, when  I  fee  and  know,  that  the  public  mind 
in  this  country  is  bent  on  that  meafure,  when  I 
know  that  a  fentiment  in  its  favour  has  feized  the 
whole  community,  I  venture  not  to  queftion  its  ex- 
pediency ;  the  people  of  Ireland  feel  they  are  unre- 
prefented  ;  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  has  declared 
Reform  a  falutary  expedient,  it  would  be  indecent 
to  doubt  or  queftion  its  utility,  when  this  is  the 
cafe,  /  think  Reform  ought  to  be  conceded,  I  am  free 
to  declare  that  the  mifchief  which  mav  be  occa- 
fioned  by  not  conceding  it,  may  be  much  greater 
than  any  mifchiefs  which  might  follow  the  con- 
ceftion.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  be  underftood  as  the 
friend  to  Reform  in  Ireland  ;  became  Reform  is 
confidered  by  the  people  as  a  great  meafure  for  re- 
ftoring  the  peace,  and  fecuring  the  happinefs  of  the 
country  ;  on  this  motion  there  are  many  points 
for  argument,  two  great  meamres  of  thi  re 
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would  footh  the  mind,  and  fufpend  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  people  ;  Parliament  is  now  called  upon 
to  make  fome  declaration ;  this  is  not  a  common 
occafion,  the  common  duties  of  humanity  mould 
urge  the  Houfe  to  an  adoption  of  this  much-wanted 
meafure,  a  declaration  of  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  warm  the  fentiments 
of  all  claffes,  would  revive  affection  ;  the  ftate  of 
the  country  ought  minutely  to  be  weighed ;  if  it 
is  unpleafant  to  grant,  it  mould  be  remembered 
that  it  may  be  dangerous  to  withhold ;  concef- 
fion  may  be  offered  too  late ;  the  time  is  not  yet 
paffed,  and  the  hiftory  of  mankind  and  of  the  world 
mews  the  danger  of  abandoning  any  favourable 
opportunity  which  may  offer  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  any  great  object  of  national  utility.  His 
Lordfhip  concluded  his  fpeech  with  the  following 
motion : 

"  That  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency 
cc  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  reprefenting  that  asPar- 
"  liament  hath  confided  to  hisExcellency  extra- 
*c  ordinary  powers  for  fupporting  the  laws  and 
for  defeating  any  traiterous  combinations 
"  which  may  exift  in  this  kingdom,  this  Houfe 
"  feels  it,  at  the  fame  time,  a  duty  to  recommend 
"  the  adoption  of  fuch  conciliatory  meafures 
"  as  may  allay  the  apprehenfions  and  extin- 
•c  guiih  the  difcontents  unhappily  prevalent  in 
"  this  country." 
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LORD  GLENTWORTH.  My  Lords,  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  excufe  myfelf  for  thus  early  offering 
my  fentiments,  by  making  any  parade  of  arTecled 
modefty.  The  tendency  of  the  motion  made  by 
the  noble  Lord,  is  in  my  mind,  fo  mifchievous,  that 
it  mould  be  met  as  early  as  poflible.  Much  depends, 
my  Lords,  upon  the  turn  which  this  debate  mail 
take  ;  upon  it  depends,  whether  the  loyal  and  well 
affected  fpirit  of  the  nation  mail  be  invigorated  by 
your  decifion  of  this  night,  or  whether  a  feditious 
fa&ion  mall  be  animated  by  an  apparent  encourage- 
ment of  their  treafons  ;  whether  order  mail  be  up- 
held in  this  country,  or  rebellion  be  fufTered  to  put 
down  thofe  who  have  fupported  the  laws  and  civili- 
zation of  Ireland. 

I  beg  to  allure  the  noble  Earl  that  whatever  I  mall 
fay  cannot  be  intended  unkindly  towards  him  ;  for 
him  perfonally  I  feel  the  higheft  refpecl: ;  I  have  not 
indeed  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  him,  but 
Iread  the  hiftory  of  the  times  which  have  lately  paffed 
by,  and  I  find  there  his  worth  and  his  merits  record- 
ed ;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  canvafs  any  public  meafure 
however  brought  forward,  it  is  a  duty  which  I  owe 
to  your  Lordfhips  and  myfelf,  and  a  duty  from 
which  I  will  not  (firink.  My  Lords,  this  is  a  fub- 
ject  not  altogether  new  to  your  Lordfhips ;  it  has  been 
already  treated  in  the  Britilh  Parliament.  The  noble 
Earl  fpeaks  of  the  pride  of  Irifh  independence  \  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  the  Irilh  Legi- 
ftature,  and  I  mud  fay  that  to  bring  a  fubject,  treat- 
ing the  interior  concerns  of  this  kingdom  before 

another 


[  2C-] 

another  Parliament,  was,  to  give  it  no  harfher  name, 
an  infringement  upon  that  independence.  I  have 
feen  in  the  newfpapers,  perhaps  incorrectly,  the 
grounds  upon  which  that  meafure  was  ju (lifted  ;  it 
has  of  late  been  a  cuftom  in  the  defperate  plunges  of 
a  Britifh  party,  to  bring  forward  Ireland  in  all 
debates  for  their  own  party-purpofes ;  and  indeed, 
my  Lords,  I  am  the  lefs  aftonifhcd  at  this  attack 
of  that  party  upon  our  independence,  when  I  con- 
fider  the  conduct  of  one  of  their  leaders  towards 
this  country  upon  a  very  important  occafion. 

In  the  year  1782,  when  Mr.  Eden  (now  my  Lord 
ukland)  brought  forward  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  the 
repeal  of  a  ftatute,  which,  as  it  no  longer  difgraces 
the  Englifh  code,  I  may  venture  to  call  an  infamous 
ftatute — the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  The  diftinguifned  lead- 
er of  this  very  party  (Mr.  Fox)  then  a  fervant  of  the 
Crown,  dated  that  he,  never  had  heard  of  a  meafure 
fo  daring  ;  that  it  was  a  meafure  which  went  to  lay 
Great  Britain  at  the  feet  of  Ireland  ; — that  act  was 
repealed,  that  blafted  act,  which  deprived  your 
Lordfhips  of  your  appellant  jurifdietion  upon  a  pre* 
tence  that  you  had  abufed  it,  which  left  you,  in- 
deed, coronets  and  robes,  but  deprived  you  of  any 
influence  or  refpect  in  the  country.  To  this  opinion 
that  party  leader  hull  adheres,  and  he  is  in  confe- 
quence  always  ready  to  trifle  with  the  independence 
of  Ireland  to  fuit  his  own  purpofes. 

The  noble  Earl  has,  however,  more  affection, 
more  regard,  and  more  feeling  for  the  independence 
of  the  country,  in  which  he  has  large  pofTeffions, 
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fplendid  honours,  and  great  refpect ;  and  he  has 
not  acted  thus  without  attempting  to  juftify  his  con- 
duct. That  juftification  he  has  made  upon  the 
grounds  of  precedent  and  neceflity  ;  the  Britim 
Parliament  was  fitting  ;  the  Irifh  was  not  j  the  dan- 
ger was  imminent,  and  the  time  prefling . 

If  his  expreflions  have  been  rightly  ftated,  the 
noble  Earl  wifried  to  be  examined  upon  oath  as  to 
the  facts  he  alledged  in  the  Britifti  Houfe ;  I  know 
the  accuracy  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  I  know  that  he 
mud  have  wifhed  to  be  examined  as  to  facls  within 
own  knowledge  ;  that  he  would  not  fo  folemnly 
venture  to  retail  the  ftories  of  agitating  phyficians 
and  factious  tradefmen  ;  of  the  emiflaries  of  treafon, 
or  traitors  ;  the  noble  Earl  muft  therefore  have  been 
in  this  country  at  the  time  of  thofe  outrages  which 
he  has  deplored  ;  and  if  he  were  in  Ireland,  why 
did  he  not  come  to  his  Majefty's  Chief  Governor, 
a.s  his  duty  directed  him,  and  call  upon  him  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  evil  ?  I  have  not  heard  that  he  did  fo  ; 
if  the  danger  was  imminent,  was  not  here  an  imme- 
diate refource  ?  If  the  time  was  prefling,  was  not 
here  the  obvious  and  fpeedy  remedy  without  delay  ? 
But  the  meafure  has  been  jufrified  by  precedent — by 
that  of  theDukeof  Lauderdale.  Suppofing,  my  Lords, 
for  a  moment,  that  the  precedent  did  apply  ;  are  we  to 
go  back  to  the  times  antecedent  to  the  Revolution 
for  precedents  to  act  upon  at  this  day  ?  If  we  were  to 
do  fo,  there  is  not  an  act  of  outrage,  cruelty,  or 
oppreflion,  which  might  not  be  fuftained  by  a  pre- 
cedent.   But  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  fay  that  the 

cafe 


cafe  of  Lord  Lauderdale  does  not  apply  ;  the  En- 
glifh  Parliament  took  cognizance  of  his  conduct, 
becaufe  he  was  a  member  of  the  Englifn  Cabinet  of 
that  day.  Is  Lord  Camden  f o  ?  I  believe  not ;  and 
I  am  confident  in  the  pofition,  that  no  man  or  body 
of  men  ought  to  have,  or  have,  a  right  to  controul  or 
judge  his  conduct,  but  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and 
the  King  of  Ireland  wearing  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  to  which  that  of  Ireland  is  infeperably,  and 
I  truft  for  ever,  united. 

My  Lords,  I  cannot  exprefs  my  opinion  of  this 
conduct  in  any  other  way  than  fuppofmg  the  mover  to 
have  faid  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  "  Your  own 
"  Parliament  is  too  corrupt  and  too  infufficient,  it 
"  is  unequal  to  the  entertainment  of  fuch  a  dif- 
i£  cuflion,  I  will  therefore  bring  forward  your  inde- 
<e  pendent  interefts  to  be  difcufled  by  the  Britiih 
"  Parliament/*. 

Governments  are  of  human  inftitution  and  liable 
to  error,  it  is  not  furprifmg  therefore  that  we  hear 
of  abufes  in  Adininiftratiori  ;  I  have  heard,  my 
Lords,  of  other  countries  and  other  parliaments 
where  men  have  been  introduced  into  the  Commons 
Houfe,  with  whom  no  other  member  of  that 
Houfe  would  .in  any  other  place  have  difgraced 
himfelf  by  holding  converfation  ;  I  have  heard,  (I 
do  not  fpeak  of  this  Parliament,)  I  have  heard  that 
in  other  Parliaments  men  of  mean  conduct:,  low 
manners,  and  low  birth,  have  been  introduced 
amongft  your  Lordfhips  to  fit  in  this  Houfe,  to  hide 
their  polluted  heads  under  the  coronet  of  nobility. 

I  fpeak 
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I  fpeak  my  Lords,  of  other  days,  and  other  Parlia- 
ments. But,  my  Lords,  look  to  the  conduct,  of  our 
Parliament  for  the  laft  fifteen  years  ;  fee  what  has 
been  its  unvaried  labour ;  has  it  not  given  to  this 
country  within  that  time  the  bleffings  of  the  Britifh 
Conftitution  ?  Is  this  a  difpofition  of  hoftility  to  the 
people  ?  Is  this  a  conduct  deferving  of  flight  or  in- 
attention ?  The  noble  Earl  feems  to  complain,  that 
the  unfortunate  Hate  of  the  country  has  arifen  from 
fevere  and  coercive  meafures,  adopted  by  Govern- 
ment ;  with  great  deference  I  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  he  miftakes  the  effect  for  the  caufe.  The  noble 
Earl  difapproves  of  the  meafures  of  the  Britifh  Ca- 
binet, and  of  the  Irifh  Government ;  I  do  by  no 
means  defend  all  their  meafures — I  difapprove  of 
many— but  the  times  are  too  wild,  the  crifis  too 
momentous,  for  any  man  to  play  the  paltry  game  of 
vanity  or  emolument  :  I  agree  that  Adminiftration 
has  not  been  blameiefs,  but  it  is  becaufe  they  did 
not  begin  fooner  that  I  blame  them  ;  that  they  did 
not  at  firft  act  with  more  vigour,  and  then  we  mould 
not  be  reduced  to  the  deplorable  fituation  in  which 
the  country  ftands. 

The  noble  Earl  wifhes  to  draw  a  veil  over  the 
enormities  which  have  difgraced  this  country.  To 
juftify  my  conduct  to  the  world,  and  to  myfelf,  I 
wifh  to  withdraw  that  veil  and  {hew  to  the  noble 
Earl  a  concealed  fcene  of  horrors  with  which  he 
feems  utterly  unacquainted.  Firfl,  my  Lords,  al- 
low me  to  obferve,  that  the  prefent  war  which  is  held 
out  as  the  fource  of  all  our  evils,  had  proceeded  for 

a  considerable 
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a  confiderable  time  previous  to  the  operation  of  a 
moil  diabolical  confpiracy  againft  the  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  this  country  ;  that  this  country  felt  no 
part  of  its  calamities ;  that  they  were  beheld  at  a 
diftance,  as  a  tragic  reprefentation,  in  which  we 
fuffered  in  nothing  but  in  our  feelings  of  humanity 
and  pity  ;  that  our  manufactures  and  our  trade  were 
increafmg  ;  that  our  linen  exports  had  amounted  to 
a  fum  never  known  before  ;  that  the  exports  of  the 
South  had  increafed  ;  that  our  agriculture  flourifhed 
beyond  the  fondeft  fpeculations,  and,  that  the  whole 
country  appeared  to  profper  even  amidft  the  afflic- 
tions of  Europe  ;  until  men  were  found  like  the  De- 
vil in  Milton,  to  ficken  at  this  fcene  of  happinefs, 
and,  as  they  could  not  enjoy,  to  determine  to  blaft 
it.  The  noble  Earl  is  too  well  informed  how  la- 
mentably they  have  fucceeded  ;  he  fees  the  effecls, 
though  he  has  completely  miflaken  the  caufe.  In 
accompliihment  of  their  malignity  they  have  by  two 
talifmanic  expreffions  torn  the  bofom  of  the  country  ; 
by  Parliamentary  Reform,  aud  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion. 

As  to  Catholic  Emancipation,  it  is  not  now  the 
time  for  me  to  debate  it ;  many  of  the  Catholic  bo- 
dy are  loyal  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  to  feduce 
them  ;  many  others  who  have  been  feduced,  are 
now  convinced  of  their  errors,  and  anxious  to  re- 
turn to  their  duty.  They  are  told  that  they  are 
Haves,  becaufe  fome  of  the  great  Offices  of  State 
are  not  in  their  power  ;  becaufe  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor is  net  within  their  reach,  and,  becaufe  their 
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Gentry  cannot  fit  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament: 
the  Proteftants  are  told  that  they  are  flaves,  becaufe 
they  have  not  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  becaufe  a 
vifionary  undefined  project  is  not  made  the  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  too  true  of  human  nature,  that  the  mind 
of  man  is  never  fo  fitted  to  receive  perverfe  opinions, 
as  when  he  is  mod  happy  ;  our  ifland  was  happy 
when  thefe  opinions  were  firft  promulgated,  the 
peafant  at  his  plough  was  told  of  the  cruelty  of  or- 
der, and  the  inju'ftice  of  an  inequality  of  ranks  ;  he 
was  told,  "  while  you  labour  others  fleep  it  was 
a  doctrine  too  palatable  to  man,  not  to  be  received 
with  avidity  -y  fo  far  the  purpofe  of  its  authors  fuc- 
ceeded  ;  they  then  went  farther — they  faid  this  evil 
could  not  be  removed  while  we  were  connected  with 
another  country  in  which  thofe  ranks  exifted,  and 
a  country  in  which  happily  thofe  doctrines  have 
made  little  progrefs. 

In  the  month  of  June  1795,  treafon  was  fo  mature 
in  this  country,  that  a  perfon  was  fent  from  the  dif- 
affecled  of  Ireland,  to  treat  with  the  Government 
of  France  ;  that  perfon  remained  for  fome  time  at 
Paris,  and,  having  been  iurliciently  inftrucled,  re- 
turned to  purfue  the  good  work  of  organizing  in- 
furreclioii  in  this  country.  Do  your  Lordfhips  for- 
get the  very  curious  paper  which  was  proved  before 
your  Committee  to  have  been  written  by  the  founder 
of  the  Society  of  United  Iriihmen,  upon  its  firft 
eftabiifhment  ?  You  cannot-— it  is  extant  in  the  re- 
cords of  Parliament,  and  in  the  mind  of  every  man 
who  remembers  the  hiftorv  of  this  country  ;  but 

E  your 


[    34  ] 


your  Lordfhips  may  have  overlooked  the  very  ex- 
traordinary coincidence  which  it  bears  to  the  plans  of 
the  Geman  Illuminati,  fo  lately  difcovered  by  the 
learned  Profelfor  Robifon  ;  if  your  Lordfhips  will 
look  into  thofe  plans,  you  will  find  them  recom- 
mending the  very  fyftem  purfued  by  the  United 
Irifhmen  ; — have  your  Lordfhips  feen  the  profpectus 
of  the  United  Irifhmen,  upon  which  their  founder 
fo  much  improved  ?  If  you  have  not,  I  hold  it  in 
my  hand,  and  as  there  is  one  palTage  peculiarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  debate  of  this  night,  and  clearly  prov- 
ing the  ufe  which  is  intended  to  be  made  of  any  coun- 
tenance which  the  difarTecled  may  derive  from  the 
conftru&ive  fupport  of  thofe  who  may  appear  to  fa- 
vour them,  I  cannot  avoid  reading  it  to  your  Lord- 
fliips. 

"  When  the  arijlocracy  come  forward the  people  fall 
backward  :  when  the  people  come  forward,  the  arijlo- 
cracy,  fearful  of  being  left  behind,  infinuate  themfelves 
into  our  ranks,  and  rife  into  timid  leaders  or  treache- 
rous auxiliaries — they  mean  to  make  us  their  inflru- 
ments.  Let  us  rather  make  them  our  infiruments. 
One  of  the  two  muft  happen — the  people  mujl  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  party,  or  the  party  muft  merge  in  the 
mightinefs  of  the  people,  and  then  Hercules  will  lean 
upon  his  club." 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  key-ftone,  the  grand  fe- 
cret  of  the  United  Irifhmen  :  this  is  fufficient  warn- 
ing to  any  man  of  prudence,  who  regards  his  ho- 
nour, his  life,  or  his  property.  All  thefe  are  at- 
tacked by  this  abominable  fyftem  ;  all  thefe  are  to 
be  defended  by  timely  vigour. 

This 
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This  envoy  returned  my  Lords  in  the  month  of 
June  1796;  your  Lordfhips  will  recoiled  with  what 
activity  the  work  then  went  on.  You  will  recollect 
the  robberies,  the  murders,  the  midnight  meetings 
which  difgraced  that  time  ;  that  when  any  of  thefe 
men  fell  under  punifliment  of  the  law,  jurors  were 
attacked,  were  told  that  if  they  prefumed  to  find 
according  to  their  oath,  they  mould  not  only  be 
marked  themfelves,  but  that  if  they  mould  return 
to  their  habitations,  they  mould  find  no  houfes  to 
cover  them,  no  families  to  receive  them. 

Then  rebellion  (talked  boldly  abroad,  encouraging 
its  friends  and  affrighting  its  enemies.  What  was 
the  language  of  the  difaffeded  ?  "  Look  at  thofe  we 
"  wifh  to  punim ;  does  any  one  of  them  efcape  ? 
"  Look  at  thofe  who  offered  againft  the  laws  ;  are 

any  of  them  punifhed  ?  Government  cannot  pro- 
"  tect  you  ;  we  can.  The  Great  Nation  is  coming 
"  to  our  aid,  join  with  us,  and  we  will  (hare  our 
"  advantages  with  you  ;  fupport  the  Government 
"  and  perifh  along  with  it." 

The  French  did  come — their  fleets  were  difperfed 
by  the  winds  of  Heaven — they  were  fcattered  over 
the  waves  of  the  ocean.  One  would  have  hoped 
my  Lords,  that  treafon  would  have  funk  in  defpair  ; 
on  the  contrary,  this  very  failure  was  ufed  as  a  new 
argument  and  a  new  ftimulus  to  treafon.  It  was 
faid,  "  fee,  the  boafted  Fuperiority  of  the  Britifh 
"  navy  is  not  fufficient  to  protect  your  mores  from 
"  invafion;  accident  has  prevented  our  willies  once  ; 
"  it  may  not  a  fecond  time.'*    And  my  Lords,  fo 
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convinced  were  they  of  a  fecond  attempt  at  invafion, 
that  a  meeting  was  held  in  May  1797  in  the  county 
of  Down,  at  which  even  perfons  of  fome  property 
were  prefent — when  it  was  debated  ferioufly,  and 
nearly  agreed  to,  that  a  rrfing  and  maffacre  mould 
take  place  immediately. 

This  came  to  the  ears  of  Government,  and  it 
was  thought  neceffary  to  come  forward  ;  this  was 
done  by  directing  the  gallant  General  who  com- 
mands in  the  northern  diftricl:,  to  call  in  all  the 
arms  which  were  within  his  command. 

This  act  of  Government  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment— the  opinion  of  Parliament  was  called  for; 
that  opinion  was  given  approving  of  the  meafure  ; 
and  yet  it  has  been  faid  that  thefe  people  were  only 
miflaken,  and  that  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
retain  the  arms  thus  demanded. 

It  was  the  imperious  necefiity  of  the  time  which 
brought  Government  thus  forward ;  had  it  not 
fo  come  forward  it  w-ould  have  deferted  its  duty  : 
We  have  heard  of  mocking  inftances  of  feverity  my 
Lords;  I  lament  that  feverity  fhould  have  become 
neceffary  ;  I  lament  that  where  the  arms  were  found 
of  which  the  weak  or  the  loyal  had  been  plundered, 
that  fuch  feverity  was  necelfary  for  the  fake  of 
example  :  But  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  fup- 
pofe  that  any  unneceifary  feverity  wras  authorifed  by 
the  orders  of  Government  ;  if  I  thought  Govern- 
ment had  fanclioned  an  act  of  outrage,  I  fhould 
not  be  its  advocate. 

The 
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The  orders  given  to  the  military  were  :  That  as 
the  magiftrates  of  the  country  had  been  intimidated 
from  acting,  the  military  mould  acl  as  magiftrates. 
In  the  execution  of  thofe  orders  it  is  pofiible  that 
outrages  may  have  happened  ;  but  thofe  outrages 
were  far  from  having  any  fanclion  or  authority  from 
Government. 

Government  has  been  accufed  of  fomenting  dif- 
fenfions  between  religious  parties  in  the  northern 
counties,  and  affording  a  fort  of  countenance  to  one 
of  them.  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  a 
letter  was  written  from  Government  to  a  noble 
Vifcount  who  fits  near  me,  directing  him  to  hold  an 
even  hand  between  all  parties ;  to  reprefs  violence 
by  whomsoever  committed,  and  to  act,  with  undevi- 
ating  juftice  towards  all  descriptions,.  And  here  my 
Lords  allow  me  to  obferve,  that  much  has  been 
faid  in  reprobation  of  Orange-men  as  oppofed  to 
Defenders  or  United  Irishmen.  I  do  not  at  all 
approve  of  combinations  ;  but  I  rauft  fay  that  the 
Defenders  are  avowedly  alTociated  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  Conftitution,  the  Orange-men  for 
its  maintenance.  If  combinations  are  at  all  to  be 
appi*  ved,  I  cannot  heiitate  in  faying  which  bed 
deferves  approbation. 

My  Lords,  I  know  that  I  addrefs  the  firft  affembly 
of  the  land  :  I  will  not  ftate  therefore  any  thing 
which  I  have  not  the  beft  ground  for  believing  to 
be  true.  At  the  moment  when  your  negociator 
was  at  Liflfe,  there  was  alfo  there  a  negociator  from 
the  traitors  of  this  country  ,  and  there  is  good  rea- 
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fon  to  think  that  the  Irifh  ambafFador  had  much 
more  frequent  intercourfe  with  the  French  minifter 
than  my  Lord  Malriifbury  had  ;  that  he  urged  the 
French  to  make  no  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  that  his 
arguments  were  of  this  kind :  "  Her  trade  is  em- 
K  barralfed,  her  credit  (haken,  her  people  divided. 
"  In  Ireland  you  have  friends  ;  what  avail  a  few 
66  petty  iflands  which  if  you  can  attack  her  in  Ire- 
"  land  (he  mufT  reftore  ? — Carthage  muji  be  dejlroyed. 
*c  — Land  in  Ireland  and  ftrike  her  to  the  heart. 
"  If  what  you  have  demanded  already,  be  acceded 
"  to,  make  the  firft  part  of  your  projet  the  inde- 
iC  pendence  of  Ireland  on  Great  Britain.  By  this 
iC  will  be  meant  Reparation  -y  I  know  that  England 
"  not  accede  to  it ;  but  by  doing  this  you  will 
6C  encourage  your  friends  in  Ireland."  And  my 
Lords,  I  do  moil:  certainly  believe  that  if  our  am- 
balTador  had  acceded  to  the  full  powers  demanded 
by  the  French,  thefe  very  terms  would  h^ve  been 
amongft  the  hrfl  propofed. 

Another  fad,  my  Lords,  is  well  authenticated, 
that  at  this  very  moment  an  accredited  envoy  from 
the  traitors  of  Ireland,  is  received  by  the  Directory 
of  France — is  now  refident  in  Paris,  and  p?y  d  by 
the  traitors  of  this  country  ;  and  that  he  has  ga- 
thered round  him  every  difarTeded  out-cafi  of  the 
empire,  from  the  cowardly  demagogue  Napper 
Tandy  to  Mr.  Muir,  from  the  coaft  of  South  Ame- 
rica ;  that  within  a  very  fhort  time  pad,  a  project 
of  invafion  has  been  forwarded  to  France,  in  which 
our  traitors  exprefs  their  readinefs  to  rife  ;  men- 
tion 
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tion  the  places  proper  for  landing — ftate  that  they 
have  men  and  money  enough,  but  want  arms  ;  and 
defiring  the  French  to  bring  but  a  fmall  body  of 
troops. 

The  noble  Earl  hae  talked  of  newfpapers  in  the 
pay  of  Government  ;  I  know  of  none  fuch,  but 
every  man  muft  know  that  there  are  foine  in  the 
fervice  of  treafon,  vilifying  every  authority  and 
difturbing  every  diitricr.  of  the  country. 

I  know  a  newfpaper  in  this  city  which  many  of 
your  Lordfhips  have  feen,  which  labours  continu- 
ally to  advance  the  fyftem  of  treafon  ;  and  I  find 
much  fault  with  Government  for  not  putting 
down  that  paper  with  a  ftrong  hand  ;  the  ftrong 
hand  of  the  law  ;  for  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  laws 
can  be  deficient,  when  fuch  an  outrage  againfi 
fociety  is  publifhed. 

Another  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand,  my  Lords,  it 
is  the  Union  Star  ;  and  I  own  I  cannot  exprefs  my 
furprife  at  a  report  of  a  fpeech  of  the  noble  Earl  in 
another  country  ;  a  report,  which  I  hope,  was  in- 
accurate ;  in  which  he  is  faid  to  have  charged  this 
paper  as  a  fabrication  of  Government  to  excufe  Its 
own  enormities ;  I  will,  my  Lords,  read  a  few 
words  from  this  very  horrible  publication,  to  prove 
how  juftly  that  charge  has  been  made  ; — after  {fat- 
ing the  names  and  defcriptions  of  the  perfons  who 
are  recommended  to  public  vengeance ;  it  goes  on 
thus  : — 

"  We  certainly  do  not  advife,  though  we  do  not  de- 
"  CH  affajjination  ;  as  we  conjtder  it  to  be  the  only 

"  means 
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<c  means  in  the  power  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  avenge 
"  themfelves  upon  the  royal  agents,  who  carry  death, 
"  and  terror,  and  dejlruclion  through  this  devoted 
"  country" 

"  Oh  I  Jhade  of  the  venerable  Brutus,  who  didft 
"  flab  the  tyrant  of  thy  country  in  the  midjl  of  his  cor- 
u  rupt  and  venal  Senate,  &c"  here  your  Lordfhips 
will  obferve  a  good  deal  of  French  phrafcology ; — 
Brutus  is  the  hero  of  the  French  Republicans,  and 
his  example  is  offered  as  the  model  for  Irifh  traitors. 

This  paper,  my  Lords,  is  circulated  throughout 
the  country,  it  is  forced  upon  the  people  ;  it  is 
put  into  their  hands  as  they  pafs  the  ftreets,  and 
thrown  into  their  Houfes ; — with  fuch  arguments 
urged  upon  the  lower  orders,  who  can  be  furprifed 
at  afTaffination  ? 

In  the  other  Paper,  my  Lords,  which  I  have 
fpoken  of  (the  Press)  *  the  hope  of  a  French  in- 
vafion  has  been  always  held  forth  as  the  hope  of 
this  country  ;  and  lad  Saturday,  (in  what  contem- 
plation the  thing  was  written  I  know  not) 
the  mafk  is  completely  thrown  off,  and  the  people 
of  Ireland  are  thus  addreffed ;  Your  Lordmip's 
know  that  it  is  the  nature  of  man  when  he  gi 
unpunifhed  for  one  crime  to  commit  greater  ;  and 
to  advance  with  encouraged  audacity,  as  he  finds  en- 
creafed  impunity.  Would  France  endure  this  their 
boafted  France — would  not  the  authors  of  fuch  trea- 
fon  againfl:  the  government  of  France  have  long 
fince  parled  over  the  Atlantic  ocean  into  exile- 
or  under  the  guillotine  into  eternity. 

I  fuppofe 
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1  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  from  what  I  have  faid, 
their  malignity  may  be  directed  at  me  ;  but  I  truft 
that  my  mind  is  fuperior  to  their  attacks,  and  "that 
in  the  difcharge  of  what  I  feel  my  duty,  I  can  de- 
fpife  the  malice  of  Treafon. 

I  mall  totally  pafs  over  the  caufes  of  difcontent 
and  confufion  which  the  noble  Eari  is  faid  to  have 
ftated  in  another  country,  the  failure  of  our  trade 
and  the  decay  of  our  manufactures.  I  truft  that^ 
the  noble  Earl,  fmce  his  arrival  in  this  country, 
has  had  better  information  ;  for  I  obferve  that  he 
has  not  reafferted  thofe  caufes  in  this  Houfe.  It  is 
moft  certain,  my  Lords,  that  in  this  city  there  was 
much  diftrefs  ;  but  it  was  the  effect  and  not  the 
caufe  of  the  difturbances  which  have  difgraced 
the  country  ;  the  terror  of  the  times  had  affright- 
ed many  of  the  rich  from  the  confumption  of  thofe 
manufactures  which  had  employed  fo  many  hands 
heretofore ;  that  diftrefs  does  not  exift  now  ;  the 
linen  manufacture  is  now  nearly  as  flourifhing  as 
ever,  and  as  to  the  provifion  trade  of  the  South,  it  is 
in  more  profperity  than  ever  was  yet  known. 

I  am  happy  that  the  noble  Earl  has  not  thought 
it  neceffary  to  cite  particular  inftances  of  accufa- 
tion  againft  the  government  of  this  country  ;  I  am 
happy  becaufe  it  proves  that  he  is  by  no  means 
concerned  with  fome  performs  not  the  moft  loyal, 
who  had  juft  before  his  arrival  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  fociety  for  the  collection  of  grievances. 
I  fhould  have  been  forry  to  fuppofe  him  capable  of 
taking  his  information  from  fo  polluted  a  fource. 
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In  the  report  which  has  been  circulated  of  the 
noble  Earls  fpeech,  he  is  faid  have  fpoke  of  the 
corfeu  as  eltablifhed  in  this  country — your  Lordfhips 
well  know  how  hateful  the  corfeu  is  in  England — 
and  coupling  the  enormities  of  the  United  Irifhmen, 
v/ith  the  oppreffion  of  the  corfeu^  was  in  England 
fome  fort  of  j unification  of  them;  what  is  this 
corfeu  ? — a  law  that  in  a  diflurbed  diftricl:,  pro- 
claimed upon  a  memorial  to  Government,  the 
labourers  and  manufacturers  mail  bereftrained  from 
running  about  the  country,  to  commit  robbery  and 
affaflination  ;  in  other  parts  of  the  country  not  pro- 
claimed, no  fuch  regulation  does  exift. 

The  half  hanging  the  unfortunate  peafantry  is  an 
accufation  to  be  found  in  this  fpeech,  it  is  worth 
your  Lordfhips  while  to  hear,  upon  what  this  charge 
is  founded,  I  have  myfelf  acquired  into  the  fact 
and  can  ftate  it  with  truth.  An  officer  of  the  Wick- 
low  militia  was  ordered  out  at  night  to  prevent  an 
intended  outrage  on  the  houfe  of  a  farmer  in  the 
county  of  Kildare  \  he  had  not  got  far  when  he 
heard  regular  platoon  firing,  he  flattened  to  the  fpot 
and  found  the  infurgents  attacking  the  farmers  houfe 
the  former*  was  defending  himfelf  with  great  refo- 
lution,  and  not  knowing  whether  the  new  comers 
were  friends  or  enemies,  he  continued  his  defence, 
and  one  foldier  of  the  militia  was  unfortunately 
killed  from  the  houfe  ;  two  of  the  infurgents  who 
were  taken  in  the  very  fad  of  aflaulting  the  houfe, 
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fell  upon  their  knees  and  implored  mercy ;  they  offered 
to  tell  all  they  knew  and  to  give  very  material  in- 
formation, the  officer  with  equal  prudence  and 
humanity,  fpared  their  lives,,  but  when  they  were 
brought  to  his  quarters  they  abfolutely  refufed  to 
give  any  account  whatfoever  ;  a  rope  was  put  round 
the  neck  of  one  of  them,  and  the  officer  threatened 
to  hang  him  over  his  moulder,  nothing  further  was 
done,  and  yet  this  is  one  of  their  enormities  of 
which  the  Irifh  Government  has  been  accufed,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  moil  of  the  others  have  the 
fame  fort  of  foundation. 

My  Lords  the  midnight  hour  would  lurprife  us 
if  I  were  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  horrors  com- 
mitted by  treafon  in  this  country ;  I  mall  juft 
mention  to  the  noble  Earl  a  few  of  their  alfaffinations, 
in  the  county  with  which  he  is  acquainted,  and 
almoft  immediately  clofe  to  his  own  refidence. 
(Here  his  Lordship  read  a  long  lift  of  perfons 
murdered  in  the  county  of  Down  in  1796  and  1797, 
amongft  the  reft  the  names  of  James  Stevenfon, 
Abraham  Edwards,  Daniel  Morgan,  John  Comyn, 
Jofeph  Harper,  &c.  &c.) 

In  the  month  of  November  laft,  a  foldier  of  the 
Limerick  militia  was  induced  when  drunk,  to  take 
the  oath  of  treafon  to  his  fovereign  and  allegiance 
to  France ;  he  informed  againft  his  feducers,  they 
were  taken,  and  he  was  for  fafety  ordered  to  be  cauti- 
ous in  his  conduct,  his  fteps  were  however  watched 
by  the  friends  of  the  accufed,  and  when  he  was  found 
to  be  too  cautious,  a  woman  was  made  ufe  of  as 
their  inftrument,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  accufed,  (he 
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went  to  the  foldier,  told  him  me  had  long  loved 
him,  mewed  him  a  purfe  of  money  and  entreated  him 
to  fly  with  her  ;  the  wretched  man  was  enticed  to 
accompany  her,    and,   about  half  a  mile  from 
his    quarters,     while     her     arms    were  folded 
round  him  in  apparent  fondnefs,  the  hatchet  of  an 
accomplice  clove  his  head  in  twain.     Are  your 
Lordfhips  acquainted  that  a  court  is  eflablimed 
even  in  the  city  of  Cork  by  thefe  traitors,  for  the 
trial  not  only  of  thofe  who  are  of  the  body,  but  of 
all  other  perfons  ;  that  to  thofe  whom  they  fufpect, 
a  certain  fet  of  interrogatories  are  put,  their  hands 
tied  behind  them,  and  their  brains  blown  out  by 
order,  and  in  the  prefence  of  that  court. 

It  is  not  two  months,  my  Lords,  fmce  at  Two- 
mile-bridge,  near  Youghal,  a  poor  man,  his  wife, 
his  child,  and  his  maid  fervant,  were  all  murdered 
by  thofe  traitors,  and,  horrible  to  think,  one  of  the 
murderers  was  the  brother  of  the  maid  fervant,  who 
dared  not  refufe  (tabbing  his  own  filter,  at  the  com- 
mand of  his  diabolical  rulers. 

I  hold  in  my  hand,  my  Lords,  a  melancholy  pa- 
per :  it  contains  a  recital  of  the  murder  of  an  excel- 
lent and  gallant  officer ;  an  officer  who  had  long  ferved 
with  honour  and  reputation  in  his  Majefty's  armies. 
This  worthy  man  had  gone  to  his  eftate,  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  10  influence  his  tenantry  into 
quiet :  the  kindnefs  of  his  heart,  and  the  generofi- 
ty  of  his  manners,  were  well  adapted  to  that  pur- 
pofe.  Hear,  my  Lords,  from  the  depofition  of  the 
unhappy  Mrs.  Uniacke3  the  miferable  event  of  his 
honourable  defign, 
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£Lord  Glentworth  here  read  the  depofition  of 
Mrs.  Uniacke,  widow  of  the  late  Jafper  Uniacke, 
Efq.  of  Ariglyn,  county  of  Cork,  flaring,  that  on 
the  9th  of  February,  1798,  Manfergh  St.  George, 
Efq.  had  dined  at  the  houfe  of  Ariglyn,  that  while 
Mr.  St.  George  was  going  to  his  bed,  and  Mr. 
Uniacke  attending  him  with  a  light,  a  number  of 
perfons  entered  the  houfe,  and  leaving  others  on  the 
outfide,  rufhed  into  the  room  in  which  the  deponent 
fat  with  her  infant  child,  and  palled  on  to  that  in 
which  Mr.  St.  George  and  her  late  hufband  were ; 
that  me  ran  with  her  child  up  flairs,  and  was  flop- 
ped by  the  ruffians  who  were  affailing  her  hufband  ; 
that  me  was  beat  to  the  ground,  and  while  fhe  lay- 
there,  the  body  of  Colonel  St.  George  was  drawn 
over  her  ;  that  fhe  heard  a  blow  grven  to  her  huf- 
band, which  founded  hollow  . upon  his  mull,  and 
that  he  never  groaned  afterwards,  &c. !  !  !] 

And,  my  Lords,  even  upon  this  barbarous  mur- 
der, which  would  difgrace  the  cannibals  of  Ame- 
rica, has  The  Press  made  a  comment,  which  only 
in  Ireland  could  have  pafled  unpunifhed— "  That  if 
the  people  be  urged  into  outrage,  it  is  only  won- 
derful that  enormities  are  not  more  frequent."  I  have 
read,  I  think,  a  fentence  like  this  made  ufe  of  by 
an  advocate,  who  took  advantage  of  his  fituation 
at  the  bar,  to  utter  a  libel  on  the  Conflitution. 

Since  I  came  into  the  houfe  this  evening,  I  have 
been  informed  by  an  officer  of  high  rank,  that  two 
privates  of  the  ninth  dragoons  were  murdered,  on 
the  night  before  lafl,  with  circumflances  of  the 
mod  horrid  barbarity  ;  that  one  of  them  was  abfo- 
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lutely  hewed  into  pieces,  and  the  other  left  hanging 
on  a  tree  near  the  mangled  remains  of  his  fellow 
foldier  ;  thus,  by  the  arts  of  treafon,  are  fo  many 
Irimmen  transferred  into  a  band  of  affaflins.  We 
have  read  with  horror  of  the  aifaffins  of  Syria  ;  of 
the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain  :  here  are  affamns 
more  active,  and  directors  more  concealed  ;  wretches 
who  fit  behind  the  fcenes,  and  order  the  aiTaliina- 
tions  which  they  have  not  fpirit  to  attempt.  My 
Lords,  if  I  can  conceive  Government  at  all  unjuftifia- 
ble,  it  is  in  not  having  acted  fooner  :  I  am  happy  to 
fee  that  they  at  iafl  do  act,  and  I  hope  that  activity 
will  continue. 

The  noble  Earl  fpeaks  of  conciliation  ;  with  whom 
are  we  to  conciliate  ?  Is  it  with  traitors  leagued  with 
France  ?  Will  you,  my  Lords,  concede  your  pro- 
perties, your  families  and  your  lives  ?  With  nothing 
clfe  will  they  be  fatisfied  ;  and  are  you  prepared  to 
make  fuch  a  conceflion  ?  The  conceiTions  of  Reform 
and  Emancipation  would  be  to  apply  a  petty  plaiffer 
to  a  gangrened  wound.  Let  me  entreat  the  noble 
Earl  to  confide*  the  danger  refulting  from  a  man 
like  him  ever  feeming  to  countenance  the  projects  of 
difafFection.  He  has  feen  in  America  the  horrors  of 
civil  war  ;  he  knows  that  the  danger  in  civil  war  is 
not  over  when  the  parties  have  left  the  field  ;  he 
knows  that  acts  are  committed  on  both  fides,  which, 
however  juftifiable,  call  for  mutual  retaliation  ;  he 
knows,  that  a  gallant  General  mow  commanding  in 
this  country  had  nearly  fallen  a  facrifke  to  that  un- 
happy neceiTity,  and  furely  he  will  not  aid  in  reviv- 
ing it  in  Ireland.  I  appeal  to  the  fame  magnanimi- 
ty, 
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ty,  which  has  fo  often  led  him  to  diftinguifh  his  gal- 
lantry in  the  field,  to  exhibit  a  ftill  greater  exercife 
of  that  magnanimity  :  I  entreat  him,  if  he  feels,  as 
he  mull  feel,  that  this  country  has  been  greatly  mif- 
reprefented,  that  he  will  prove  that  magnanimity 
by  owning  that  he  has  been  in  error,  and  by  with- 
drawing his  motion.  My  Lords,  I  have  to  apolo- 
gize for  fo  long  detaining  you  :  I  mall  not  longer 
do  fo,  than  to  fay,  that  if  rebellion  be  not  inftant- 
ly  put  down,  rebellion  will  put  you  down. 

The  EARL  of  CAVAN  rejoiced  that  the  noble 
Earl  had  difavowed  the  expreffions  in  which  he 
was  reported  to  have  fpoken  fo  haftily  of  the  mi- 
litary character.    It   became  that  noble   Earl  to 
do  fo  ;  and  as    he  had   done  fo,  he  thought  the 
noble  Earl  mould   go  farther,  and  profecute  the 
printer  of  a  pamphlet  publifhed  in  this  city  with- 
in thefe  two  days,  and  purporting  to  be  his  fpeech 
in  which  this  attack  on  the  military  was  fet  forth 
in  the  mod  unequivocal  terms,  a  nobleman  who 
revered   the    military    character  fo   highly  could 
hardly   refufe   them    this  juftice.     It   had  been 
faid  of  the  foldiery  that   they   had  obeyed  orders 
as    foldiers,  at   which  their  feelings    as    men  re- 
volted ;    this    he  felt   a   fevere    imputation  on 
himfelf  and  the  other  General  Officers  of  Uifter, 
who  muft  have  fir  ft   received  thofe   orders  from 
Government,  and  he  trufted  that  every  man  who 
knew  them  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  their  feelings 
to  fuppofe  that  they  would  obey  orders  inhuman  or 
tyrannical,  if  Government  could  have  iffued  them  ; 
but  he  muft  fay,  that   to  his  certain  knowledge, 
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no  orders  had  ever  iffued  which  could  bear  fuch 
a  conftruction.    His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  the  zeal, 
fteadinefs  and  loyalty  of  the  troops  in  the  quarter 
where  he  had  the  honour  to  command,  were  be" 
yond  his   praife,   whenever  their  exertions  were 
neceflary,  they  were  prompt,  and  thofe  exertions 
were  often  necefTary  ;   men  had  affoeiated  them- 
felves  together  under  a  name  which  ought  to  in- 
clude every  thing  honourable   and  patriotic,  the 
name  of  United  Irimmen  ;  yet  was  there  a  man 
in  the  kingdom  who  did  not  know  that  they  were 
alTociated  for  traiterous   purpofes !    If  there  was 
any   circumftance  which   could  give  him  more 
pride  than  any  other,  it  was  that  by  his  Seat  in  thai 
Houfe  he  was  enabled  at  this  time  to  declare  his  firm 
attachment   to  his    Sovereign  and  the  Conflitu- 
tion ;  an  attachment,  from  which  neither  the  at- 
tacks   of  rebels,    nor  their   anonymous  menaces 
fhould  ever  ftiake  him.    Alfaffination  had  been 
the  lot  of  many  who  had  dared  to  manifeft  this 
attachment  ;  it  might  be  his  : — it  was  a  fate  againft 
which  no  man  could  guard  ;  it  was  a  fate  to  which 
every  man  obnoxious  to  treafon  was  now  liable  ;  but 
this  apprehenfion  had  no  weight  with  his  mind  :  hi$ 
fentiments  were  too  much  fixed  to  be  altered  by  it. 
He  would  conclude  by  one  obfervation  :  The  no- 
ble Earl  had  dated  enormities  to  have  exifted  ; 
why  did  not  the  noble  Earl  apply  to  the  next  ge- 
neral officer  to  have  them  redreffed,  when  he  heard 
of  them,  inflead  of  carrying  the  recital  of  them 
without  explanation  into  England,  and  detailing 
them  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Peers  ? 
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Bifliop  of  Down.  I  hope  my  Lords,  the  very 
fevere  and  perfonal  attack  which  the  learned  Lord 
has  made  upon  me,  will  juftify  me  in  troubling 
your  Lordmips,  though  unaccuriomed  to  fpeak 
in  public. — My  Lords,  the  tone  in  which  the 
learned  Lord  has  fpoken  of  me,  renders  it  impof- 
fible  that  I  mould  not  fay  fnmething  to  defend 
myfelf  from  an  aggreflion  fo  unprovoked.  He 
has  fpoken  of  me  as  if  he  took  it  for  granted 
that  neither  I  nor  any  of  my  brethren  were  jufti- 
fied  in  having  an  opinion  of  our  own  on  any  fub- 
ject, — as  if  it  were  a  thing  of  courfe  that  we  mould 
always  adopt  the  fentiments  of  AdminiMration, 
2nd  that  to  differ  from  them  in  any  point  were 
a  flagrant  violation  of  our  facred  duty.  What 
my  Lords  have  I  been  charged  with  ?  and  what 
is  the  crime  which  has  provoked  fuch  afperity? 
I  am  charged  with  having  been  one  of  many 
highly  refpeclable  names  who  dared  to  petition 
our  Common  Sovereign,  and  lay  before  the  fa- 
ther of  his  people  the  fufferings  under  which  we 
labour.  Of  the  meafure,  my  Lords,  I  am  proud, 
I  contend  for  it,  that  confidered  in  a  constituti- 
onal point  of  view  it  was  perfectly  legal — and  I 
am  equally  convinced  that  the  allegations  of  it, 
notwithftanding  what  the  noble  Lord  has  alledg- 
ed  to  the  contrary,  were  perfectly  and  ftrictly 
true.  I  have  not,  indeed,  compared  the  formal 
and  technical  returns  of  the  imports  and  exports 
of  this  or  that  manufacture  for  a  given  year  or 
two — but  !  am  convinced  from  ocular  and  per- 
fonal examination  of  the  general  ftate  of  that  part 
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of  the  country,  from  the  general  teftimony  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  from  the  infallible  proof  which 
the  afpect  of  the  country  exhibits,  that  its  ma- 
nufactures and  its  trade  have  fuffered,  almoft  to 
annihilation.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord,  in  a 
tone  of  confidence  which  is  fo  peculiar  to  him, 
afferts  that  I  went  about  foliciting  iignatures  to 
this  petition.  I  affert  in  oppofition  to  the  learn- 
ed Lord,  that  the  information  which  he  has  re- 
ceived on  that  fubject,  is  falfe.  I  deny  the  fact, 
but  were  it  true,  I  fee  nothing  in  it  which  either 
as  an  honeft  man  or  a  Proteftant  Bifhop,  I  mould 
be  a  (named  of.  For  this  meafure  the  learned 
Lord  has  endeavoured  to  hold  me  forth  to  this 
Houfe  and  the  cublic  as  a  pulprit,  and  when  he 
defcribes  me  in  that  point  of  view  he  holds  me  up 
emphatically  as  a  bishop.  Is  this  the  conduct  of 
one  profefiing,  as  the  learned  Lord  does,  fuch  zeal 
for  the  fupport  of  the  eftablifhed  church  I  If  fuch 
be  his  treatment  of  his  friends,  the  Catholies  have 
little  reafon  to  regret  his  friendship. — But  what 
is  the  impropriety  in  a  Proteftant  Bifhop  unit- 
ing with  his  fellow  fubjects  in  a  petition  to  the 
Crown?  Is  the  right  to  petition  abrogated,  or  is  it 
become  treafon  to  complain  ?  If  it  be,  and  that 
I  have  tranfgreffed  in  this  act  of  mine  any  law  of 
the  land,  why  have  I  not  been  profecuted  ?  for 
lurely  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  did  not 
want  inclination  for  the  talk,  or  if  I  had  been 
guilty  of  any  indecorum  to  the  Houfe  by  exert- 
ing what  I  confidered  a  conftitutional  right,  why 
has  not  the  learned  Lord  come  boldly  forward  to 
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move  for  its  cenfure  on  me.  I  aflurc  the  learned 
Lord  that  to  any  chaftifement  of  the  Houfe  I 
fhall  fubmit  with  becoming  humility,  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  mall  entertain  for  his  difappro- 
bation  or  praife  the  moft  perfect  indifference.  My 
Lords,  I  feel  that  I  am  warm  on  this  fubjecl: — I 
pray  your  Lordlhips  pardon,  and  beg  you  will 
excufe  me,  if  interefted  as  I  muft  be  in  the  ftrong 
expreffions  which  have  been  ufed  towards  me,  1 
have  not  been  quite  temperate.  The  Chancellor, 
in  that  ftile  of  interrogatory  which  frems  to  im- 
ply fo  much,  and  which  really  means  fo  little, 
aiks  me  whether  your  Lordfhip  will  meet  trea- 
fon  and  murder,  and  confpiracy,  with  meafures 
of  conciliation,  with  Parliamentary  Reform  and 
Catholic  Emancipation !  I  anfwer,  my  Lords, 
that  thefc  are  the  only  remedies  which  in  our  pre- 
fent  circumftances  are  likely  to  be  effectual.  Of 
Catholic  Emancipation,  a  full  and  complete 
Emancipation,  an  admiflion  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  a  fubjecl:  can  claim,  I  have  been 
always  a  decided  friend,  I  have  always  thought  it 
was  a  meafure  not  merely  of  found  policy,  but  of 
ftrid  right ;  nor  has  any  thing  which  has  fallen 
from  the  noble  Lord  to-night,  or  at  any  former 
time,  tended  in  any  degree  to  make  my  confi- 
dence in  that  opinion— equally  convinced  am  I, 
that  a  full  and  fair  Reform  of  the  Reprefentation 
of  the  people  is  a  meafure  of  wifdom  and  necef- 
fity — I  fee  nothing  but  this  meafure  which  can 
now  reftore  to  Ireland  the  bleflings  of  tranquillity 
and  content.  I  have  fome  propetry  in  this  coun- 
try, 
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try,  it  is  not  a  great  deal,  but  it  is  fufficient  to 
intereft  me  in  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  State. 
I  have  alfo  my  preferment  in  the  church,  both  of 
thefe  bind  me  to  confult  the  peace  and  good  or- 
der of  the  country ;  and  I  declare  it  to  be  my 
firm  belief,  that  unlefs  thefe  meafures  be  adopted, 
my  property  and  that  of  every  other  gentleman 
in  the  country — nay,  the  country  itfeif  is  gone  ! 
The  learned  Lord  has  mentioned  fomething  of 
letters  which  ^talked  of  a  change  of  miniftry, 
I  know  not  whether  he  alludes  to  me,  if  he 
does,  I  aver  that  I  have  not  for  many  years  re- 
ceived any  letters  from  Great  Britain  which 
exprefled  the  mod  diftant  hope  being  entertained 
of  a  change  of  minifters.  However  defireable 
fuch  an  event  micrht  be  to  the  true  friends  of 
both  countries,  1  confefs  I  fee  no  reafon  to  think 
that  that  event  is  not  now  as  diftant  as  ever. 
Whatever  the  fate  of  the  country  may  be,  and  I 
dread  that  fate — it  will  be  due  to  the  prefent 
Minifters. 

Ld.  Chancellor  When  I  did  fee  that  Rev. 
Prelates  name  figned  to  a  paper,  calling  a  promif- 
cuous  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county,  to  aflemble  upon  an  hill  near  Down- 
patrick — in  a  diftrict.  proclaimed  according  to 
law,  I  did  believe  that  flgnature  to  be  a  grofs 
Impofition  on  the  Public — the  Rev.  Prelate  has 
avowed  it,  and  I  will  venture  to  tell  him  that  it 
was  mod  unjuftifiable,  illegal  and  indecent  in  a 
proteftant  Bifhop  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  to  call 
for  a  promifcuous  meeting,  which  muft  have 
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amounted  to  many  thoufands  of  the  infurgents, 
and  I  did  fay,  the  requisition  was  figned  by 
iome  of  the  very  magistrates  who  had  in  a 
memorial  to  government,  averred  the  county  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance. 

Lord  Dunsaney  fupported  the  motion,  he 
laid,  that  the  prefent  fykem  was  the  caufe  of 
the  exifting  difconteuts  in  a  great  mcafure,  and 
that  where  the  people  of  Ireland  were  treated 
by  Government    with   lenity  and  indulgence, 
they  were  proportionably  loyal  and  grateful. 
It  had  been  aiked  of  the  nob1*  Earl  who  made 
the   motion,  why  he   had  not    now  brought 
before  the  Houfe,   a  catalogue  of  thofe  enor- 
mous cruelties  which  he  had  detailed  in  the 
Britifli  Houfe  of  Peers  ?    lnftead  of  being  aik- 
ed  fuch    a   queftion,    the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  mould  rather  have  thanked  him  for  the 
conciliating  and  pacific  manner  in  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  act. — But  if  noble  Lords  wanted  fuch  a 
catalogue  he  could  furnifh  them — he  could  relate 
to  them  not  limply  the  burning  of  houfes,  but 
the  murder  in  cool  blood  of  their  inhabitants  — 
he  could  give  them  an  account  of  three  men  par- 
ticularly, who,   after  having  had  their  houfes 
burned  to  the  ground,  were  Ifiot  by  the  mili- 
tary, whofe  prifoners  they  had  for  fouie  time 
been — and  he  could  add  to  thefe  accounts,  nu- 
merous inftances  of  men  torn  from  their  fa- 
mily and  country,  and  without  the  form  of  a 
trial  transported.    He  declared  himfelf  a  friend 
to   both  the   meafures  of  conciliation  which 
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had  been  mentioned — Catholic  Emancipation, 
and  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Ld.  Blaney.  I  mould  not  trefpafs  one  mo- 
ment on  your  Lordfhips  indulgence,  had  I  not 
acted  in  an  official  fituation  in  this  country  ;  as 
luch  I  coniider  myfelf  in  fome  meafure  called 
upon  to  make  a  foort  ftatement  of  affairs,  fo  far 
as  come  within  the  limits  of  my  experience.  I 
ihall  confine  myfelf  entirely  within  the  circle  of 
my  own  command,  entertaining  no  doubt  but  the 
Noble  Earl  will  confider,  that  in  all  fituations 
of  life,  effects  a*e  proportionate  to  their  caufes : 
and  before  we  enquire  into  any  act  of  the  Army, 
or  on  the  port  of  Adminiftration,  we  muft  in- 
quire into  the  (late  of  the  Country  previous  to 
the  painful  neceffity  of  calling  in  Military  aid. 
At  a  period  when  I  received  an  order  to  take  a 
command  againft.  the  Infurgents  in  the  North,  I 
faw  that  the  caufe  between  them  and  the  Go- 
vernment was  a  mat:er,  not  involving  any  topic 
of  what  we  commonly  term  Conftitutional,  but 
1  found  that  the  rabble  had  entered  the  lifts  againft 
the  Conftitutional  Authority  of  the  Kingdom, 
to  difpute  on  the  very  elements  of  all  Govern- 
ment in  the  abftaret  This  fury,  fubverfive  in 
its  objecl,  and  deftruciive  in  its  means,  feemed 
deiirous  of  bringing  back  fociety  to  its  original 
ftate  of  anarchy  ;  when  t he  objecl  of  a  combat 
is  rather  a  conteft  for  mailery  than  the  mainte- 
nance of  legitimate  right,  1  thought,  in  my  hum- 
bL  judgment,  that  the  legal  authority  of  the 
country,  wa&  braved  by  a  vaft  banditti,  in  whofe 
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myfteries  and  projects  embarked  the  bold*  the 
bad,  and  the  adventurous  ;  in  this  druggie  with 
the  State  they  were   aflbciated,   clafTed,  difci- 
plined  and  regimented  ;  and  at  this  period  I  was 
called  upon  to  be  in  a  fmali  degree  the  minifter 
of  that  force,  which  in  times  of  peril  every  Go- 
vernment on  the  earth,  be  it  whatsoever  kind  it 
may,  has  a  right  to  exert,  nay,  which  it  is  its 
bounden  ducy  to  exert  on  behalf  of  its  grand  ob- 
jects, the  Peace  and  Security  of  Perfons  and  Pro- 
perty ;  the  Laws  were  hufhed,  the  Juries  inti- 
midated, and  WitnefTes  murdered  ;  yet,  in  that 
focus  of  mifdoing,  where  it  was  my  fate  to  ufe 
the  ftronger  power   which  Government  mil  ft 
fometimes  ufe  for  the  great  object  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  1  was  thought  but  an  auxiliary  to 
the  Law  ;  it  is  true  the  Law  was  fo  enfeebled  as 
fcarcely  to  have  the  appearance  of  being  a  prin- 
cipal ;  but  in  that  cafe,  I  muft  prefume,  when  it 
was  enfeebled,  it  was  by  being  overcome  by  the 
enemies  of  all  law  and  order,  the  armed  Traitors 
of  the  Land  :  the  time  was  exigent  and  the  pe- 
ril was  great  ;   fuch  was  the  fituation  of  the 
country  when  I  undertook  a  command  ;  I  was 
under  no  obligation  to  Adminiftration,  but  acted 
in    obedience   to  orders,  ard    as  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times  required,   in  the  courfe  of 
that  command .    Nothing  amid  give  me  more 
pleafure   than    to  contradict  naikious  reports 
fo    induftrioufly    circulated,    and  circulated, 
through  a  channel  I  had  little  reafon  to  expect, 
than  to  meet  the  ft  ri  etc  ft  public  inveftigation  of 
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every  officer  and  foldier  concerned,  no  complaint 
ever  having  been  made  by  an  inhabitant  of  what 
defcription  fcever  that  was  not  immediately  en- 
quired into  by  a  Court-Martial,  and  the  prifo- 
ner,  if  found  guilty,  punifhed  according  to 
his  ientence ;  where  religious  diftinclions  pre- 
vailed, every  idea  of  that  nature  was  done  away, 
I  knew  no  party,  but  every  thing  yield  to  mi- 
litary diicipline,  and  breach  of  ordtrs  alone  I 
considered  as  the  greateft  crime  a  foldier  could 
be  guilty  of ;  therefore  as  commanding  officer, 
I  was  in  every  refpect  refponlible  for  their  con- 
duct.— With  refpect  to  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
the  country,  I  made  all  poffible  enquiry  into  ex- 
aminations ;  finding  numbers  fwearing  againft 
each  other  through  pique  or  party  prejudice, 
I  duly  weighed  the  contents  of  their  affida- 
vits, and  judged  of  their  veracity  ;  the  con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  I  fent  but  16  prifoners 
to  gaol,  and  out  of  that  number  14  were  capi- 
tally convicted — I  took  up  numerous  concealed 
arms  and  pikes.  1  never  tranfported  a  man 
without  trial,  and  before  I  left  the  country 
good  order  was  reftored,  the  laws  took  their  re- 
gular courfe,  trade  and  manufactures,  fo  long  at 
a  ftand,  began  to  flouriih,  and  the  inhabitants 
no  longer  the  fport  of  defigning  men  began  to 
feel  their  own  confequence  and  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  peace  and  tranquillity  :  fuch  was  the 
fituation  of  the  country  when  I  left  it— I  fhould 
be  forry  to  difagree  with  the  noble  Earl  in  any 
point ;  as  an  officer,  I  have  ferved  under  him 
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abroad,  and  no  character  could  have  flood  in 
higher  eftimation  than  his  with  the  Army  ;  nor 
can  I  fuppofe  he  could  have  any  idea  of  throwing 
blame  on  an  Army,  individually  ;  he  mult  know 
there  are  articles  of  war,  which  if  they  tranfgrefs 
it  is  the  duty  of  their- fuperior  officers  to  punilh. 
I  prefume,  my  Lords,  that  in  all  matters  the  Go- 
vernment had  fufficient  intelligence.  I  am  not  a 
fophift,  my  Lords,  I  am  a  plain  foldier,  and  can- 
not  deal  in  fpecious  or  plauiible  affertion — I  am 
but  an  adventurous  dealer  in  any  profound  dif- 
quifition — but  I  take  it,  that  the  licenfe  which  na- 
ture has  given  individuals  may  well  be  affumed  by 
Government,  which  is  compofed  of  individuals 
entrufted  with  the  folemn  charge  of  the  fecurity 
of  millions.  Government  muft  act  on  princi* 
pies  of  felf-defence,  when  its  exiftence  is  not  only 
threatened,  but  its  overthrow  prefumed  on  as 
a  poffibility  not  refting  on  fpeculation — the  ope- 
ration of  French  principles  on  the  reft  of  Europe, 
cannot  be  light  or  ineffective,  every  condition 
of  European  fociety  is  more  or  lefs  tainted,  and 
the  fource  of  moral  happinefs  more  or  lels  impoi- 
foned  from  that  great  fpring  of  confufion  and 
anarchy,  it  behoves  Government  to  make  feri- 
ous  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  affairs,  this  country, 
my  Lords,  has  had  its  (hare  of  the  calamity,  for 
I  am  not  fanguine  enough  to  befpeak  an  imme- 
diate repofe  to  our  difficulties.  With  refpect  to 
Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion, I  am  forry  they  were  both  blended  toge- 
ther, as  had  Reform  alone  come  forward,  it 
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mould  have  had  my  decided  fupport  ;  but  both 
coming  at  the  fame  time,  I  think  them  rather  in- 
confiftent  with  our  prefent  fltuation,  and  there- 
fore oppofe  both. 

Lord  Vifcount  Dillon  obferved,  that  any- 
thing falling  from  the  high  authority  of  the  noble 
Lord,  might  have  a  very  different  efFect  from 
what  he  might  intend.  It  was  moft  probable  that 
at  the  very  moment  in  which  their  Lordfliips 
were  fitting  in  that  Houfe,  meetings  were  held 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  of  the  diabolical 
affociation  of  United  Irifhmen,  perhaps  at  that 
very  moment  debating  the  inftant  when  they 
fhould  burft  forth  and  overturn  the  country.— 
That  union  of  treafon  muft  be  met  by  an  union 
of  courage  and  loyalty  ;  conciliation  was  out  of 
the  queftion.  Were  we  to  furrender  our  laws,  our 
lives,  our  properties  to  this  fraternity  ?  That  was 
the  kind  of  conciliation  they  required,  and  who 
that  had  a  feeling  of  honour,  of  loyalty,  would 
fubmit  to  the  degradation.  It  was  not  eafy  to 
conceive  how  Government  could  be  arraigned 
for  its  conduct;  every  act  of  theirs  had  been 
undertaken  under  the  fanction  of  Parliament ; 
the  firft  act,  the  gunpowder  bill,  had  been  found- 
ed on  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe  ; 
every  other  acl  had  been  added  as  the  mifchief 
feemed  to  increafe;  and  his  Lordfhip  thought 
that  if  more  had  been  done  in  the  beginning, 
the  neceflity  of  fome  of  the  future  proceed- 
ings and  many  thoufands  of  lives  would  have 
been  faved.     As   to  the  immediate  queftion, 
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would  not  Government  have  been  liable  to  be 
called  to  account  if  they  had  not  exerted  their 
powers  to  the  prefervation  of  the  country ;  if 
they  had  not  taken  from  the  difaffecled  the 
arms  which  they  would  long  ago  have  turned 
againft  the  Conftitution  and  its  fupporters.  He 
lamented  as  much  as  any  of  their  Lordfhips  the 
incidental  mifconduct  which  have  arifen  in  the 
profecution  of  this  laudable  purpofe,  from  the 
heated  paflions  or  prejudiced  views  of  the  indivi- 
duals whom  it  might  have  been  neceffary  to  en- 
truft,  and  which  it  was  impoflible  to  prevent. 
His  Lordftiip  concluded  by  giving  his  thorough 
approbation  to  Government,  for  their  conduct 
in  the  arduous  taflc  in  which  they  were  at  pre- 
fent,  and  had  for  fome  time  paft  been  employed. 

The  Earl  of  Ormonde  defended  the  conduct 
of  Adminiftration,  and  faid,  that  though  he  was 
willing  to  give  the  Noble  Earl  who  had  brought 
forward  this  meafure  this  night,  credit  for  the 
goodnefs  of  his  intention,  yet  he  could  not  avoid 
laying  that  he  confidered  that  the  propofition 
which  he  had  made  to  the  Houfe  would,  inftead 
of  conciliating  the  people,  or  tranquillizing  the 
country,  tend  more  to  difturb  the  peace  andcon- 
vulfe  the  kingdom,  than  any  meafure  that  could 
poiiibly  have  been  devifed.  The  evils  that  would 
refult  from  the  debate  of  this  night,  he  feared 
would  produce  mifchiefs  incalculable,  and  of 
which  the  Noble  Earl  did  not  feem  to  be  aware. 
From  the  moment  that  the  report  was  circulated 
in  this  country  of  the  Noble  Earl's  intention  to 
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come  to  Ireland  to  agitate  the  fubjecl,  the  fpirits 
and  the  hopes  of  the  difloyal  and  difcontented 
were  raifed ;  the  outrages  in  the  country  Lad  in- 
creafed,  and  he  was  convinced  it  would  require 
the  utmoft  vigilance,  energy,  and  exertion  of 
Government,  to  guard  againft  the  dangers  which 
prefented  themfelves  to  his  mind,  as  likely  to 
flow  from  the  queftion  which  the  Noble  Earl  had 
brought  forward.  He  knew  the  purity  of  his 
own  intentions,  and  with  this  conviction  on  his 
mind,  he  could  not  avoid  giving  his  decided  ne- 
gative to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Moira.— My  Lords,  the  noble 
Baron  who  fpoke  fecond  in  this  debate,  and  the 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolfack,  have  both  faid, 
that  my  arrival  in  this  country  has  produced 
much  mifchief  and  greatly  inflamed  difcontent. 
If,  my  Lords,  fo  much  danger  were  to  be  ap- 
prehended by  my  coming,  thofe  whofe  mifre- 
prefentations  fo  widely  and  fo  wantonly  circu- 
lated of  my  conduct  in  another  country,  made  it 
neceflary  that  1  flioukl  come,  are  chargeable  with 
the  mifchief. — The  noble  Lords  have  faid  alfo, 
that  the  difcuflion  in  which  we  are  now  engaged 
will  aggravate  the  diforders  which  are  already  fo 
mifchievous — if  fo,  my  Lords,  they  who  have 
made  the  difcufiion  neceflary  by  refitting  a  mo- 
tion of  conciliation  and  peace  are  to  be  blamed 
for  the  confequences.  The  noble  Baron  who 
thought  fit  fo  eloquently  to  oppofe  my  motion, 
began  his  fpeech  by  infinuating  that  a  fomething 
had  taken  place  fomewhere,  which  with  refpect 
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to  this  Houfe  he  did  not  think  becoming— the 
noble  Baron  appeared  to  labour  under  great  diffi- 
culty in  ftating  what  that  fomething  was — it 
however  at  laft  appeared  to  be  the  motion  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  the  BritHh. 
Parliament  on  this  fubjech  But  the  noble  Baron, 
though  apparently  much  difcontented  with  my 
fpeech  on  that  occafion,  could  not  ftate  exa&Iy 
in  what  the  irregularity  of  it  conffiied.  1  he 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolfack,  who  followed 
him,  declared  himfeif  equally  diflatisfied  with  my 
conduct  on  that  occahon,  but  laboured  under  the 
fame  difficulty  in  dating  what  the  breach  of  or- 
der or  want  of  refpect  to  this  Houfe  conftfted. 
Of  my  attachment  to  the  independence  of  the 
III  £  H  Legiilature,  neither  of  the  noble  Lords  fure- 
ly  can  entertain  any  doubt— and  it  behoved  the 
learned  Lord  who  feems  alfo  to  charge  my  con- 
duct on  that  occafion  with  being  hoftile  to  that 
independence,  to  have  known  that  the  motion 
which  1  then  made,  wras  perfectly  confident  with 
the  perfect  independence  of  the  Legiilature  of 
Ireland,  and  confonant  to  that  fpirit  on  which 
the  connexion  of  the  two  countries  is  founded. 
The  learned  Lord  fhould  have  known  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  country  is  appointed  by 
a  commiffion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England — 
that  he  receives  his  inftruclions  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State  and  under  the  King's  Signet — that 
he  is  bound  to  obey  the  inftruclions  which  he 
receives  through  the  medium  of  that  Secretary, 
a  Member  of  the  Britifli  Cabinet,  and  that  there- 
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fore  it  is  under  the  fpecial  inftruction  of  that 
Cabinet  that  he  acts.  Through  what  channel 
then  could  application  be  made  to  correct  the 
abufes  of  the  Trifh  Executive,  but  through  the 
channel  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  to  whom  only 
that  Cabinet  is  refponfible  ?  The  learned  Lord 
might  have  learned  further  on  the  fubject — he 
might  have  learned  that  if  the  conduct  of  an 
Irilh  Lord  Lieutenant,  is  not  cenfurabie  by  the 
Britifh  Legiflature,  the  Irifh  Lord  Lieutenant, 
holds  a  fituation  which  the  Britifh  Conflitution 
difclaims  and  abhors — a  fituation  deftitute  of  reT 
fponfibility,  for  the  lrilh  Parliament  cannot  take 
cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  the  Viceroy  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown  and  Cabinet  of  Great 
Britain.  The  jurifdiction  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment, over  the  conduct  of  the  Irifh  Viceroy,  the 
learned  Lord  might  have  feen  afcertained  by  the 
higheft  authority,  by  Lord  Coke  himfelf,  who 
hys  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  wherever  the 
King's  feals  go,  there  does  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament extend.  But  laying  afide  thefe  argu- 
ments, which  from  the  nature  of  them  the  noble 
Lord  might  be  iuppofcd  to  know,  there  is  ano- 
ther w  hich  proved  that  in  what  I  did  on  that  oc- 
cafion  1  was  perfectly  well  founded — it  was  that 
though  the  fubject  of  my  motion  was  far  from 
agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  Britifh  Peers,  yet 
no  attempt  was  made  to  flop  me  from  proceed- 
ing under  any  fuppofed  idea  that  the  fubject  was 
one  unfit  for  the  difcuflion  of  that  Houfe.  A 
great  number  of  the  Britifh  Peers  were  by  no 
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means  politically  friends  to  me— they  would, 
therefore  have  gladly  availed  themfelves  of  fuch 
an  objection  to  the  motion  had  it  been  liable  to 
fuch  objection.  The  learned  Lord  in  a  very  long 
fpeech  has  gone  into  an  elaborate,  and  I  will  al- 
low, an  able  detail  of  the  concefiions  which  Great 
Britain  has  made  to  Ireland,  for  fome  years  back. 
I  do  not  fee  how  that  detail  bears  on  the  prefent 
queftion,  but  I  will  fay,  of  thofe  fucceffive  de- 
mands and  concefiions  which  have  been  madea 
that  they  were  fuch  as  in  an  improving  country, 
might  naturally  have  been  expected.  Every  new 
advantage  which  Ireland  enjoyed  enlarged  her 
fphere  of  action,  and  made  her  know  the  value 
of,  and  feel  the  neceility  for  others.  I  will  fay 
(till  farther,  that  if  thefe  were  concefiions  made 
to  the  demands  of  Ireland,  they  were  equally  be- 
neficial to  Great  Britain,  for  the  wealth  of  Ire- 
land is  the  ftrength  of  Great  Britain,  as  I  would 
fay  that  the  weaknefs  or  poverty  of  Great  Bri- 
tain would  be  the  calamity  of  Ireland. 

The  learned  Lord  afks  me  whether  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  exifts  in  this  country  a 
dangerous  confpiracy  againft  the  Government  ? 
My  Lords,  I  do  believe  there  exifts  fuch  a  con- 
fpiracy and  I  attribute  the  exiftence  of  that 
confpiracy  to  the  fevere  meafures  which  Go- 
vernment  have  adopted  ;  I  attribute  much  of 
the  danger  and  much  of  the  disturbances  which 
exift,  to  that  moft  impolitic  and  lamentable 
meafure — the  recall  of  my  Lord  Fitzwilliam  -9 
I  predicted  it  when  I  h>ft  heard  of  that  mea- 
fure, 
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lure,   and  I    have  been  too  true  a  prophet* 
The  fyftem  which  was  continued  fubfequent  to 
that  event,  a  fyftem  of  coercion,  of  cruelty,  and 
of  blood,  has  aggravated  the  evil,  and  driven  the 
people  to  the  mofl  dangerous  and  unconstitution- 
al fteps,  as  means  of  fuppofed  felf-defence  againft 
the  extreme  feverity  of  their  Government.  The 
learned  Lord  had  thought  proper  to  allude  to 
newfpapers  and  pamphlets,  and  argue  from  what 
they  report  as  my  fpeech,  as  if  it  were  really 
mine.    In  one  of  thofe  publications,  I  am  made 
to  fay  what  certainly  I  never  faid,  that  the  troops 
in  Ireland  were  taught  to  look  on  every  Irifhman 
as  a  rebel,  and  treat  him  accordingly.    It  would 
have  been  extremely  abfurd  in  me  to  have  ufed 
fuch  an  expreffion,  generally,  of  the  troops  in 
Ireland,  for  many  of  thofe  troops  are  themfelves 
Irifli.    What  I  faid  was,  "  that  the  foreign  troops 
which  were  fent  to  Ireland  went  thither  under 
an  unfortunate  prejudice,  which  care  had  been 
taken  to  inftill  into  them,  that  every  man  they 
met  there  was  a  rebel."    His  lordfhip  is  alfo 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  he  would  not,  were  he  a  ge- 
neral officer,  commanding  the  army  in  Ulfter, 
be  much  obliged  to  me  for  faying  that  I  was  fure 
they  did  not  act  with  their  inclination  in  dif- 
charging  the  late  orders  of  Government.    I  am 
fure  that  thefe  officers  would  find  it  an  unpleafant 
duty,  were  they  bound  to  execute  on  the  people 
a  punifhment  legally  inflicted.    I  am  fure  it  muft 
be  ftiil  more  fo,  where  they  are  obliged  to  exert 
meafures  of  extraordinary  feverity.    I  know  too 
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the  delicate  fnuauon  in  which  an  officer  is  placed, 
when  he  is  appointed  to  execute  fuch  orders  as 
tho&  under  which  General  L&Sajfe  and  others 
acled.  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  to  avoid  being  milled  by  the  mifiate- 
ments,  the  falfehood  or  the  paffions  of  others, 
to  acts  perhaps  more  fevere  than  the  truth  of 
circumfrances  would  warrant.  With  refpecr.  to 
the  crimes  which  had  been  perpetrated  in  the 
county  of  Armagh,  I  did  Rate  in  that  fpeech 
th  it  1  believed  the  Government  might  have  con- 
nived at  the  enormities  which  were  there  prac- 
tifed,  and  certainly  thofe  enormities  committed 
againlt  a  clafs  of  men  at  that  time  known  to  be 
fufpeeted  by  Government  as  hoftile,  and  com- 
mitted by  the  palpable  connivance  of  the  magis- 
trates might  well  jultify  the  fufpicion.  Another 
of  the  meafures  which,  taking  iry  fpeech  from 
the  public  prints,  his  Lordfhip  aflrrts,  1  attribu- 
ted to  Government,  without  any  rational 
ground,  was  the  publication  of  the  Union  Siar. 
Without  enquiring  very  minutely  what  thofe 
publications  may  have  (aid  of  me,  I  will  tell  the 
learned  Lord  what  I  did  fay  on  that  occalion  : 
I  did  fay  that,  there  was  fomething  fo  extrava- 
gantly abfurd  in  that  paper,  fometliing  fo  incon- 
fifterit  with  its  prefeflfed  end,  af  a  Hi  nation,  in 
defcribing  publicly  the  names  of  the  perfons  to 
be  a  {Tallin  a  ted,  who  would  would  naturally  be 
put  upon  their  guard,  that  I  did  think,  and  1  (till 
retain  that  opinion,  that  it  was  as  likely  to  be 
written  by  the  enemies  of  that  party  on  whom 
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the  imputation  of  it  was  to  fall,  as  by  the  party 

itfelf.  !!! 

Bat  of  the  facte  which  I  allude  to  in  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Peers,  as  proofs  of  ihe  extreme  cruelty 
of  the  fyftem  winch  was  carried  on  in  Ireland,  his 
Lordfhip  denies  the  truth.  One  of  thofe  facts 
was  the  ftrangling  of  one  Shaw,  in  order  to  in- 
duce a  confeffion,  and  his  Lordfhip  afferts  that  the 
rope  was  only  put  round  his  neck,  but  that  he  was 
not  actually  fufpended.  I  repeat  my  former  af- 
fertion,  that  he  did  actually  undergo  a  procefs  of 
{trangulation,  and  that  mere  than  once.  His 
Lordfhip  has  alluded  to  another  part  of  my 
fpeech,  and  triumphantly  denies  that  the  corfew 
regulation  was  to  rigorouily  enforced  in  a  parti- 
cular inftance  as  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  mention- 
ed. In  defcribing  the  feverity  of  fo  arbitrary  a 
meafure,  I  took  the  liberty  to  fuppofe  a  cafe  in 
which  the  enforcement  of  it  would  be  attended 
with  great  hardfhip,  the  cafe  was  that  of  a  pa- 
rent watching  at  night  over  his  dying  child,  and 
obliged  in  fuch  circumftances  to  put  out  his  lights 
by  the  order  of  a  military  patrol  It  fo  happen- 
ed that  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  did  occur  though  with 
fome  circumftances  lefs  aggravating  than  I  had 
ftated.  The  papers  related  this  fuppofition  of 
mine  as  if  it  had  been  a  real  fact  I  had  been  def- 
cribing, and  his  Lordfhip  fuppofing  me  convict- 
ed of  error  in  this  inftance,  labours  to  prove  that 
therefore  the  other  facts  which  I  had  related  de- 
fer ved  no  credit. — But  to  pafs  over  thefe  lefs  im- 
portant points  and  come  to  the  bufinefs  before 

us. 


C  67  .) 


us.  The  learned  Lord  alks  whether  I  would 
oppofe  the  flow  procefs  of  laws  to  men  branded 
in  open  rebellion  ?  I  will  anfwer  the  queftion 
bv  bidding  him  (hew  me  the  rebellion,  and 
while  I  a(k  him  to  do  fo,  I  cannot  help  ex- 
prefUng  my  regret  that  his  Lordfnip  deals  fuch 
ftrong  charges  lb  liberally,  and  flings  the  epi- 
thet rebel  on  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
My  Lords,  before  a  nation  be  convicted  of  this 
heavy  crime,  and  the  punilhment  of  it  inflicted, 
there  ought  to  be  fome  proof — there  ought  to  be 
the  ftrongeft  proofs  ; — Where  are  they? — Ihe 
learned  Lord  has  brought  the  cafe  of  Col.  Haynes 
tojuftify  the  fyftem  which  has  been  carried  on  in 
Ireland. — Let  me  ftate  to  your  Lordlhip  what  that 
cafe  was: — Ifaac  Haynes  had  been  taken  at  the 
capture  of  Charleftown — He  was  fullered  to  go 
on  parole  to  his  own  houfe — He  was  not  content- 
ed with  remaining  a  prifoner  on  parole — he  vo- 
luntarily came  forward  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance—he foon  began  to  intrigue,  and  obtained 
the  command  of  Colonel  of  Militia  in  the  enemy's 
army — he  corrupted  a  battalion  of  our  Militia 
which  had  been  enrolled  and  attefted — he  was  de- 
tected carrying  them  off  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  enemy  were  coming  down  upon  us.  He 
was  identified  before  a  court  of  enquiry  and  exe- 
cuted. Bnt  it  is  necefiary  to  inform  your  Lordlhips 
that  this  court  of  enquiry  was  almoft  the  only  cri- 
minal courtknown  in  the  country,*  it  was  adopted 
from  the  example  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  fo  far 
fuperior  to  a  court  martial  that  the  olficer  who 

I  2  prefided 

*  The  diftance  from  head  quarters  impeding  the  portability  of  procur- 
ing from  the  Commander  in  Chief  a  wairant  to  hold  a  court  martial. 
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prefided  in  it  was  refponfible  for  every  official 
act.  But  what  analogy  would  the  learned 
Lord  draw  between  this  cafe  and  any  which 
can  occur  in  Ireland  {  America  was  in  a  (late  of 
open  rebellion — there  was  of  courfe  a  complete 
diflblution  of  civil  government.  Does  the  no- 
ble Lord  mean  to  lay  that  fuch  Ls  the  ftate  of 
Ireland  ?  He  ought  to  know  that  in  Ireland  in  its 
prefent  circumftances,  martial  law  cannot  exifl  in 
any  part  of  it.  Would  he  make  the  exigence  of 
a  Society  of  United  Irifhmen,  however  culpable 
or  milled  they  may  be,  a  pretext  for  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  civil  government,  and  for  laying  the  coun- 
try proftrate  under  a  military  force  ?  Tyranny 
only  could  reafon  thus — Tyranny  which  never 
wants  a  colour  to  give  a  made  to  its  true  deligns. 
America  was  then  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion.  Ireland 
is  (till  at  peace,  and  yet  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  there  were  fewer  capital  and  fummary  ex- 
ecutions in  America  for  twelve  months  of  that 
period,  than  there  have  been  in  Ireland  for  the 
lad  year ! 

But  the  noble  Baron  near  me  has  read  to  the 
Houfe  a  (hocking  catalogue  of  the  murders  which 
have  been  perpetrated  by  the  infurgents — he  has 
mentioned  among  them  the  recent  one  of  a  gene- 
rous and  valient  officer — it  is  horrid  indeed  in  all 
its  circumftances,  and  I  feel  its  full  horror — But 
do  thefe  dreadful  crimes  furnifli  any  argument  on 
this  queftion?  If  they  do,  I  will  find  for  the  noble 
Baron  another  crime  to  match  it,  equally  horrid 
—  If  he  go  on  with  his  reckoning,  I  will  accom 
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pany  him  and  find  him  death  for  death-  But 
f'urely,  we  are  not  here  to  fettle  an  account  of 
Mood.  I  wiihed  to  avoid  the  (hocking  recital, 
and  did  hope  that  at  hit  a  meafure  of  conciiiati- 
on  and  peace  would  have  been  received.  I  have 
been  alked,  why  I  did  n  _>t  here  bring  forward 
that  lift  of  cruelties  and  murders  which  i  had  men- 
tioned in  the  other  Houfe  of  Peers.  It  was  for 
this  reafon — becaufe  I  thought  it  would  have 
been  for  the  benefit,  for  the  honour  of  the  coun- 
try, if  all  that  had  parTed  had  been  forgotten. 
But  let  it  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  enormities 
which  have  been  committed  in  this  country  are 
for  ever  buried  in  oblivion.  If  your  Lordfhips 
lhall  not  agree  to  this  motion,  I  &afi  immediate- 
ly  move  for  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  thefe 
crimes,  and  by  what  means  they  have  been  per- 
petrated and  remain  unpunifhed — If  they  are  not 
denied  I  will  take  them  as  admitted  and  lament- 
ed, for  I  fincerely  hope  they  are  fo.  But  if  they 
are  denied,  I  will  bring  fuch  proof  to  your  bar 
as  will  extort  belief,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  on  that  fuhject.  fhall  convey  the  griev- 
ances and  fuffcrings  of  :he  Irifh.  people  to  the 
Throne. 

The  noble  Lord  afks  whether  I  believe  Reform 
and  Emancipation  will  conciliate?  I  think  they 
will.  They  will  give  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try every  thing  they  can  want— nor  can  I  believe 
that  after  what  has  been  done  by  France  in  every 
nation  in  which  fhe  has  had  interference,  there 
are  many  people  in  Ireland  fo  mad  as  to  wifh  to 
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fee  a  French  army  in  this  country.  The  people  of 
Ireland  are  not  fo  dull,  if  any  entertain  a  wifhfo 
abfurd,  it  mult  be  fuggefted  by  the  delirium  to 
which  men  are  driven  by  the  fevere  and  unre- 
lenting meafures  with  which  Government  have 
purfued  them.  If  that  fyftem  be  relaxed,  and  in 
the  place  of  cruel  and  harm  meafures,  mild  and 
conciliatory  meafures  are  adopted,  the  people  will 
ceafe  to  be  deluded.  Grant  them  thefe  two  great 
objects  of  their  purfuit,  and  even  though  attempts 
fhould  Mill  be  made  to  miflead  them,  the  means 
of  doing  fo  will  be  removed.  But  while  pains 
and  penalties  are  fixed  at  every  corner  of  their 
path,  can  it  be  expected  they  fhall  walk  in  them 
with  pleafure  and  contentment  ? 

Eut  his  Lordlhip  afiis  you  can  you  believe  that 
thefe  men  mean  really  nothing  more  than  Reform 
and  Emancipation  ?  I  afk  what  reafon  has  the 
Houfe  to  believe  they  have  any  other  ultimate 
and  remote  object  ?  The  proof  his  Lordfhip  gives 
you  is  a  letter  of  Mr.  Tone's,  in  which  he  declares, 
when  he  is  forming  a  conftitution  for  the  United 
Irifhmen,  that  it  is  his  private  opinion,  that  all 
they  are  doing  will  be  of  little  ufe,  and  that  no- 
thing fhort  of  a  reparation  will  be  effectual.  To 
this  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  apparent  from  the  words 
of  this  letter  itfelf,  that  Mr.  lone  did  not  believe 
that  his  opinion  was  that  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
he  addrefles  himfelf,  nor  can  I  think  it  reasona- 
ble to  fuppofe  when  men  profefs  to  look  for  ob- 
jects that  are  certainly  ufeful  to  them  that  it  is 
not  thefe  but  others  that  they  aim  at. — Now  can 
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any  man  doubt  whether  the  events  that  have  ta- 
ken place  in  Ireland  for  fome  years  back  gave 
both  to  Catholic  and  the. Preiby tcrian  an  intereft 
in  both  of  thefe    meafures  ?   The  Prefbyterian 
when  he  heard  it  declared  in  Parliament  itfelf 
that  fuch  was  its  conftitution,  that  half  a  million 
had  been  expended  to  pacify  one  oppolition,  and 
that  another  half  million  would  be  wanted  for  the 
fame  purpofe  ?  Would  he  not  naturally  conceive 
himfelf  interefted  in  obtaining  a  more  economical 
Reprefentation  of  the  People?  and  would  it  not 
be  natural  for  the  Catholic  to  luppofe  that  if  any 
perfons  of  his  pcrfuafion  were  in  the  Reprefenta- 
tive  body  fo  many  hundred  Catholic  families 
would  not  have  been  driven  fromt  heir  homes  and 
country  without  meeting  any  redrefs  from  the 
Magiftrate  or  the  Legiflature  ? — The  learned  Lord 
afked  whether  I  have  considered  how  far  Catho- 
lic Emancipation  was  practicable  confidently  with 
the  Conftitution  ? — i  anfwer  that  I  have — Catho- 
lic Emincipation  is  an  ill  chofen  phrafe  ufed  at 
prefent  to  fignify  the  admiiiion  of  the  Catholic 
to  a  participation  of  the  powers  of  the  State.  At 
prefent  there  is  nothing  which  prevents  a  Catho- 
lic Peer  from  taking  his  feat  in  this  Houfe,  but 
the  oath  of  fupremacy — there  is  no  principle  of 
the  Conftitution  whieh  forbids  it,  and  it  deferved 
well  to  be  conudered  whether  the  fpeculative  re- 
ligious opinions  of  a  man  fhould  prevent  this  en- 
joyment of  his  civil  rights — nothing  more  mould 
be  required  on  that  head  than  fuch  a  fecurity  from 
a  man  as  would  prevent  him  from  ufmg  the 
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power  with  which  he  is  entrufled  to  effect  a  fub- 
verfiori  or  the  Comcirmion  or  Religion  of  the 
ftate. — As  ^o  ihofe  ftatements  of  tfce  trade  of  Bcl- 
fait  which  1  had  mentioned  in  my  fpeech  on  this 
fub-ject  in  Great  Britain,  and  which  fche  learned 
Lord  has  contradicted — 1  certainly  did  not  take 
thatflatenient  from  t he Cuiloro-houfe  returns,  My 
information  on  the  iubject  I  derived  partly  from 
the  communication  of  merchants  whom  I  occafi- 
onally  faw  from  that  port,  and  who  in  thofe  com- 
munications I  have  full  certainty,  did  not  mean  to 
deceive  me.- — It  was  a  fubjecl  however  in  which 
error  might  take  place — but  I  formed  my  opini- 
on on  the  TubjecT:  from  fomething  more  certain 
than  thofe  loofe  communications. — I  formed.it 
from  the  great  di  munition  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  American  trade  of  that  port — In  the  year 
between  January   ?  705  and   1796  there  failed 
twenfy  five  (hips  from  the  port  of  Eclfaft — in  the 
year  ending  January  1797,  there  were  but  tftdekify 
and  in  the  year  ending  January  1798,  there  was 
but  one  ! 

The  learned  Lord  has  chought  (it  when  (peek- 
ing of  the  U.  Irifhmen,  their  Executive  Directo- 
ry, and  their  ambafladors,  to  fay  that  hisLorddiip 
thought  I  was  not  unacquainted  with  them. — 
1  know  not  exactly  whether  he  means  by  this, 
[The  Chan,  interrupted  to  explai,  he  only  meant 
that  as  the  ambafTadors  at  Lille  were  certainly 
Belfast  men,  the  noble  Earl  probably  might  have 
known  them,  though  certainly  not  in  their  diplo- 
matic capacity — ]  I  do  think  it  is  fometimes  not 
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difficult  to  know  the  perfons  who  Iran  fact  the  bu- 
finefs  of  that  fociety,  for  if  I  atn  rightly  inform- 
ed Adminiriration  thernfelves  have  been  confut- 
ing with  one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  Mr.  Neilfon, 
about  what  terms  would  fatisfy  the  people.  I 
do  certainly  not  difapprove  of  the  meafure,  I 
think  every  meafure  which  tends  to  confutation 
and  a  final  adjuftment  with  the  difcontent  of  the 
country  is  ufeful,  I  only  think  it  proves  that 
Government,  that  though  they  have  confined  this 
very  man  for  feveral  months,  fo  long  indeed  that 
I  hear  he  will  loofe  the  ufe  of  fome  of  his  limbs, 
are  now  beginning  to  entertain  lefs  ftrong  fufpi- 
cions  of  his  guilt.    His  Lordfhip  concluded  by 
recapitulating  thofe  of  his  arguments  which  urg- 
ed the  neceility  of  Catholic  Emancipauon  and 
Reform  ;  the  lituation  of  this  country  was  not  an 
ordinary  fituation,  and  therefore  called  for  no 
ordinary  mealures.    Thefe  meafures  were  of  fuch 
a  kind  that  if  not  fuccefsful  they  would  not  at 
lealt  injure,    they  would  leave  us  where  we 
were,  which  no  doubt  was  a  fituation  fufnciently 
difatlrous ;  and  even  in  the  worfl  event  would 
give  to  the  Houfe  and  the  Government  the  con- 
folation  to  reflect  that  they  had  done  every  thing 
which  wifdom  and  duty  had  fuggeiied  to  fave  the 
country. 

Lord  Rossmore,  after  paying  fome  handfome 
compliments,  to  Earl  Camden,  oblerved,  that 
the  fair  point  of  view,  in  which  to  conflder  the 
conduct  of  the  army,  was  to  recollect  the  distur- 
bances and  outrages  which  had  fo  long  difgraced 
this  country,  and  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
charges  made  againft  them,  one  or  two  initanccs 
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could  only  be  adduced  to  eftabiifh  even  an  appa- 
rent foundation  for  thofe  charges.  If  he  found 
fault  at  all  with  Earl  Camden's  government,  it 
was  that  he  had  not  done  enough,  and  he  knew 
ib  much  of  this  and  other  countries,  as  to  be 
convinced  that  not  only  their  profeil  fyftem,  but 
even  more  coercion,  muft  be  employed  or,  this 
country  would  foon  be  in  a  ftate  of  open  war. 
He  was  forry  for  the  part  the  noble  Earl  had  ta- 
ken, for  he  feared  that  the  hopes  given  to  the 
difaiTecled  by  his  fpeeches,  both  here  and  in 
England,  would  do  much  more  mifchief  than 
the  adoption  of  his  meafures,  even  if  it  an- 
fwered  ail  his  wifnes  could  probably  prevent. 

The  Earl  of  Bcllamorit,  obferved,  that  if  it 
was  fuppofed  by  the  noble  Earl,  that  this  moti- 
on went  to  pledge  the  Houfe  to  Reform  and 
^.mancipation,  he  could  not  vote  for  it  as  he 
was  by  no  means  difpofed  towards  thefe  mea- 
fures, and  as  he  did  not  wifh  to  vote  agaanft  the 
noble  Earl,  he  would  withdraw  during  the  di- 
vifion. 

The  Earl  of  Mojra  faid,  the  morion  went  only 
in  general  terms,  to  approve  of  conciliation  and 
pledged  the  Hou/e  to  no  particular  meafure. 

At  half  pad  two  in  the  morning,  the  Houfe  di- 


vided. 

Contents,  -       -  9 

Proxy,  -       -  i 

Teller,  Earl  of  Moira,  -  — io 

Not-Contents  r  44 

Proxy,  -       -  i 

Teller,  Lord  Glentworth,      -  —45 


JvT  ijority  againft  the  motion. 
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The  names  of  the  minority  are  as  follows  : — • 


Earls  Charlemont 

 Bellamont, 

 Arran, 

 Kilkenny, 

 Granard, 


Earl  Moira, 
Lord  Dunfany, 
— —  Cloncurry, 
and 

j  TheBiihopof  Down. 
I  Proxy,,  EarlMt.Caftiel. 
the  following  proteft  was 


 Belvedere, 

After  the  divifion, 
entered  : 

Difientient. 

Eecaufe  that,  at  a  moment  when  Government 
has  thought  itfelf  obliged  to  exert  unufual  rigor, 
it  appears  the  extreme  of  impolicy  not  to  profefs 
the  reluctance  with  which  fuch  feverities  are  en- 
forced, and  the  wifh  of  Government  to  concili- 
ate the  minds  of  the  people  by  a  gentler  courfe. 


Granard, 
Moira, 
Charlemont, 
Arran, 


Wm.  Down  and  Connor, 
Dunfany, 

Mount  Caftiel,  (by 
Proxy.) 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 


EXTRACT  FROM  AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF 
IRELAND ,  PUBLISTED  IN  THE  PRESS  OF  FEBRUART 
i;,  I798. 

"  TRUST  them  not  :  remember  what  they  pro- 
mifed  when  Dimgannon  had  alarmed  them,  and  how 
welt  they  performed  the  afTurance  they  gave.  The 
fame  promifes  they  are  again  ready  to  make  you, 
that  they  may  throw  the  nation  off  its  guard,  and 
reduce  you  to  your  former  fituation.  It  is  not  your 
fafety  that  they  are  confulting,  but  their  own.  Not 
three  weeks  fmce,  one  of  your  mafters  declared, 
that  reform  "  was  the  watch-word  of  treafon  with 
the  watch-word  of  treafon  then,  they  come  forth,  and 
effe&  to  better  your  condition.  Thus  by  their  own 
rule,  they  become  traitors  themfclvcs  ;  and  of  all  trai- 
tors, thofe  are  the  worft  who  would  cajole  thofe 
whom  they  cannot  force,  by  duping  them  to  their 
own  defigns.  While  they  thought  you  difunited, 
and  unable  to  refift  tyranny,  they  reviled  and  in- 
fulted  you  ;  they  provoked  your  patience,  with  every 
indignity  and  every  violence  ;  they  dared  you  to  op- 
pofe  their  criminal  career  ;  and  even  wifhed  to  try 
their  force  with  yours.    Such  it  feems  is  their  love 

of 


C    ii  ] 


of  you !  but  at  the  name  of  the  Great  Nation, 
they  fhrink  into  their  own  worthlefsnefs  :  already 
they  hear  its  thunders  breaking  on  their  heads,  and 
fee  its  armies  pouring  deftruction  on  them.  While 
thofe  thunders  rolled  at  a  di  (lance,  they  defpifed  the 
noife,  for  men  are  apt  to  be  brave  when  they  appre- 
hend no  danger ;  but  as  the  found  approaches, 
their  dread  encreafes  with  its  nearnefs ;  and  appalled 
at  the  power  they  had  fo  often  defied,  they  lower 
the  loftinefs  of  their  air,  and  affurae  the  tones  of 
moderation. 

"  Well  may  they  dread  their  enemies,  for  they 
know  the  extent  of  their  enormous  guilt,  and  the 
magnitude  of  their  great  offences  !  But  their  in- 
tended offer  to  conciliate  proves  two  things  ;  firff, 
their  confeioufnefs  of  your  ftrength,  and  their  own 
imbecility  ;  and  fecondly,  (althoug  it  is  a  facl:  they 
have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  denying)  that  all 
power  originates  with  the  people,  to  whom  at  laft 
thofe  that  exercife  it  arc  compelled  to  reforu" 
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